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REASONS againft the Repealing the AQts of Parliament concerning the T E $ T* 


Humbly offered to the Conſideration of the Members of both « 
Houſes, at Their next Meeting. 


I. F F the juſt Appreherifions of the 
Danger of Popery gave the Birch 
to the two Laws for the tw3 

Teſts, the one with relation to all px5- 

lick Employments in 913. and the other 

with rclation to the Conftitutim of our 

Parliaments for the future in 98. the 

prefent time and conjunQure dces not 

ſeem ſo proper for repealing them ; 
un'e3 it can be imagined, that the 

Danger of Popery is now ſo murh leſs 

than it was formerly, rhat we need be 

no more on-our guard againſt it, We 
had a :King, when theſe Laws were 
enacted, who as he declared himſelf 
to be of the Church of England, by 

' receiving the Sacrament four times a 

_ year in it, ſo inall his Speeches-ts his 

Parliaments, and in all his Declarations 

to his Subje&s, he repeated the alſu- 

- Tances of his firmneſs to the Prote- 

ſtant Religion ſo ſelemply and fre- 

quently, that if the ſaying a thing 
ofren gives juſt reaſon to believe it, 
we had as much reaſon as ever People 
had to depend upon him : and yet for 
all char, ir was thought neceſlary to 
fortifie thoſe Aſſurances with Laws : 
and jr is not cafie to imagin, why we 
ſhould throw away thoſe, when we 
have a Prince that is not only of ano- 
ther Religion himſelf, bur that has ex- 
preſſed ſo much ſteadinefs in ir, and fo 
much zeal for-it. that one would think 
we ſhould rather now ſeek a further 


ſecurity, than t-row away that which 
we already have. : 
IT.- Our King has given (luch Teſti- 
monies of his Zeal for his Religion, 
that we ſee among All h's other Royal 
Qualitizs, there 1s none for which he 
deſires and deferves to be ſo mach 
admired, Since even the paſtion of 
Glory, of making himſelf the rerrour 
of all Ewrope, and the Arbiter of 
Chriſtendom” C which as it 15 natural to 
all Princes, ſo mnſt ir be moſt parcicu- 
larly ſo to one of his Martial and Noble 
"Temper ) yields to his Zeal for bis 
Church ; and that hezin whom we mighr 
have hoped to ſee our Edward the 
Third, or our Henry the Fifth reviv'd ; 
chooſes rather to merit the heightning 
his degree of Glory in another World, 
than to Acquire all the Lawrels and 
Conqueſts thar this low and viie World 
can give him : and that, inſtead of 
making himſelf a terrour to-all his 
Neighbours, he is contented with the 
humble Glory of being a terrour to his 


own People; fo that inſtead of the. 
great Figure which this Reign might 


make in the World, all the News of 
England is now only concerning the 
praiſes on ſome fearful Mercena- 
ries. Th-ſe things ſhew, - That Hig 
Majeſty is ſo poſſeſſed with his Rehigi- 
on, that this cannot ſuffer us to 
think, that there is at preſent no'dan- 
ger from Popery. | 
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I. Tt dees not appear, by whar we 
fee, cither abroad or ar homie, thar 
Popery has ſo changed irs varure, Fat 
we have leſs rcaſon to be afraid of it 
at preſent, than we had in former 
ume”. It might be thought il] nat: re 
to go ſo far back, as te the Councils 
of the Lateran, that decreed the extir- 
pation of Heretichs, with ſevere SanRt- 
ons on thoſe Princes that failed in 
their Duty, of being the Hangmen of 
the Ir.quifitors 3 or to the Council of 
Conſflance, that decreed, that, Princes 
were net bound to keep their faith to 
Hereticks ,, tho it muſt be acknowledg- 
e1, that we have extraordinary Memo- 
riggif we can forget ſych things, and 
more' extraordinary Uaderſtandings.if 
we do riot make ſome inferences from 
them. I will not ſtan4 npon ſuch in- 
conſiderable Trifles as the Gunpowder- 


Plor, or. the Maffacre of Ireland ; bur . 


1 wiiltake the liberty. co refleRt- a lictle 
on whar that Church has done ſince 
thofe Laws were made, to give ug 
kinder and-ſofter-\ thoughts of them, 
_ to make us_the Ief apprehenſive 

of them; We: fee before our Eyes 
what they have done, and are ſtill, 
doing in France 3; and what feeble 
things Edifr, Coronation Oatbs,' Laws 
and Promg;es, repeatcd: over and over 
apain, proved to be, where that Re- 
hgiof' prevaits ; and Zmis le' Grand 
makes not if eonremptible- a Figure in. 
rhar 'Church, or in our- Court, as to 
make us think, that his example may 


nor be propoſed as a Pattern, as well a, 


Aid my be offered for an encourage. 


'- menr, tO aA the ſame thyngs in England, 


('s.) 


that he js now d.ing with fo much 
Applauſe in France : and it miy be per- 
haps therather defired from hence to 
"put him a lictle in countenance, when 
ſo great a Ring as ours 15 willing to for. 
get himſelf ſo far as ro copy after him, 
and ro depend upon him : fo thar as 
tte Do@riue ard Prir ciples of thar 
Church muſt be ſtill the ſame in al} 
Ages and Places, fince its chief pre- 
tenſion is, that it is Infallible, it is no 
unreaſonable thing for us to be afraid 
of thoſe, who will be eafily induced 
to burn us alittle here, when they are 
told , that ſuch fervent Zeal wiil ſave 
them a more laſting burning hereafter, 
and will perhaps quit all ſcores f@ en- 


ttirely, that they .may hope ſcarce ro 


endure a Singeirg in Purgato: y for all 
their orher Sins, 

IV. If the fevercſt O.der of the 
Church of Rome, that has breathed out 
nothing bur Fire and, Blood fince its 
firft formation, and: that is even de- 
cryed at Rome ir ſelf for: its Violence, 
js in ſuch credit here; I do nat ſee 
any inducemenr from” thaice -to-per- 
ſuade ns to look on the: Gouncils that 
are direed by that Society, as ſu. 
harmleſs and incffenſive things, that 
we need be: no more: on our guard- a» 
gaiaft them. 1 know not why we may. 
net apprehend as much from Father 
Perre; as the French have felt: from 
Pere de la Chaiſe, ſince all the difference 
that #5 obſerved to be berwcen them, 
j5, that the Engliſh Feſuire has much 
more Fire ard Paſſton,* and much lefs 
Condu& and Judgment hah the French 
has.. And, when Rome has expreſſed fo 
great: 


great a Jealouſy of the Intereſt that 
chat Order had in our Councils, that 
F, Morgan, who was thought to influ- 
ence our Ambaſſadaur, was ordered to 
teave Rome, I do not ſee why England 
ſhould look ſo tamely on them. No 
' reaſon can be given why Card. Howard 
ſhould be fhar out of all their Coun- 
cls, unlefs' it be, that the Nobieneſs 
of his Birth, and the Gentleneſs of » 
Temper, are too hard even for Is 
Religion and his Purplc, ts be maſtered 
by them. And it 15 a Contradiftions 
that nothing bur a Belfef capable of. 
receiving Tranſubſtanttatten can recou- 
cile, to ſee Men pretend to obſerve 
Law, and yet.to findat the fame time 
an Ambaſſadour from England at Rome, 
when there -are ſo many Laws in our 
Pook of Starutes, never yer Repealed, 
that have declared over and over again 
all Commerce . with . the Court and. 
$:e of - R'me to be High Treaſon- 

V. The late famous Judgmect of our 
Judges, who knowing ro other way to 
' make their- Names jmmortal, have 
found-an eff-&ual.one to preſerve :hem 
from being ever forgot, ſeems to call 
for another ;/Merhod of Procceding. 
The: P:efident they have ſet muſt be 
- Fatal either £0 them or-ns, For if 
Trwcke Men, :that get into Scarlet and 
Furs, have an Authority.re diſſolve all 
our Laws, the Engliſh Government is to 
be herecafcer /:lookt- at: with as. much 
Scorn,. as ic has hicherro d1awn Admi. 
ration. - Thet doubtful Words of Laws, 
made fo longago, that the intention of 
the Lawgivers is not certainly known 
muſt be expounded by the Judges, is 


(3) I 


wot to be queſtion'd.: bur, to infer 


from cthencey-that the plain Words of! 
2 Law ſo lately ' made, and that was: 
lo vigorouſly afſerred by the preſent 
Pzrhament, may be made void by 2 
Deciſion of theirs; after ſo much Pra-' 
Aice upon them, 1s juft as reaſonable a 
way of Arpaing, as theirs is, whe be- 
cauſe the Church of England acknow- 
ledges that the Church has a Power in 
Matters of Rites and Ceremonies, wi!] 
f. em thence conclude, that this Power 
muſt go ſo far, that tho Chriſt has ſaid 
of the Cup, Drink, ye all of it, we muſt 
obey the Church. when ſlie decrees 
that we. ſhall not drink of jt: Our 
Judges. for the. greater _parr, were 
Men thar had paſttheir Lives in ſo much 
Retirement, 'thar from thence one 
might have hoped, that. they had 
ſtudied our Law well. s... fince, 
the Bar. had called them fo ſeldome 
from their Sudics : and if PraQtice is 


though: often hurtful ic Speculatian,. 


as thar which diſorders and hurries 
the Judgment, they who had pradti- 
ſed fo little in qur Law, had no byaſs 
on their Underſtandings : and if..che 
kabir of taking Money as a Lawyer.is 
a, dan;crous preparation for one that 
is to. be an incorrupr Juige, they 
ſhould have been jnco-ruptible, ſince 
[1s ne thosght, that the greater parc 
of them gox. ever ſo much Money by 
their Pr-fclion as pay'd for their Furs. 
In ſhore, we now ſee how they have, 
merited their -Preferment, and they 
may yet expect a furcher Exalcation 
when the Juſtice. . #id the Laws of 
England come to- be in hauds, that will 

« | be 
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be as careful ro preſerve them, as they 


have been to deſtroy them. But whax' 


an Infamy will it lay upon the Name of 


an Engliſh Parliament, if inſtead: of call-. 


ing thoſe. Betrayers. of their Conntrey to 
an ACCOUNT, they ſhould go by an afcer- 
game :to confirm what theſe Fellows 
haie done. 


many Members of bth houſes, will Fe 
Cuch an ill-nacurcd piece of Jealouſy 

gainſt chem, har of all Perſons iving 
that are the moſt concern'd to take care 
how they give their Votes, the World 
will believe, that Threatnings and Pro- 


Ss  miſes tiad as large a ſhare inthoſe ſecrer 


Cmverſations , ; 4 Reaſoning or Perſuaii- 
on : and it muſt be a more than ordi- 
nary depree of zeal and Courage in 
them, that muſt take off the Blot , of 
being ſent for, and ſpoke ro, on ſuch a 
ſubjeR and ſuch a manner. The wor - 
thy Behavionr'of the Members in the 
Laft Seffion, had made the Nation unwill- 
Ing to remember the Errors committed 
in the firſt EleFien : and it is to be hop- 
ed, that they will not give any cauſe 
for the furure to call that ro mind. For 
if a Parliament, that had ſo many Flaws 
in its firſt Conception , goes to repeal 
Laws , that we are ſure were made by 
Legal Partiaments, it will put the Nation 


- on an-Enquiry that nothing hut neceſli- 


ty will drive them to. For a Nation may 
de laid aſleep, and be alirtle cheared 3 
bur when jr is awakned ,'\ and ſees its 
danger ; it will not look-0n'and ſee a 
Rape male on its Religion and Liberties, 


- without exami —_ from whence have 


theſe Men this Authority ? they will kard- 


(4) 


ly find that it is of Men; and they will 
not believe char ic 15 of Ged. Bac it is 
to be. hoped , char there will be no oc- 
caſion? :given for this argry queſtion 
which & much eaficr made than anſwer - 
ed. 

VII, If all that where now asked in 


| farourof Pepery, were only ſome Gen. 
V Ll, The late Canferences with - ſo. Pe 7 


tlenefs towards the Papifis, there were 

ſome-reaſon to entertain the Debate , 
when the Demand were a |lictle more 
modeſt :- If Men were to be attainred of 
Treaſm, for being Reconciled to the 
Church of Rome , or for Reconciling 9. 
thers to it; If Prieſts were demanded 
ro be banged , for taking Orders in the 
Church of Rome ; and if the two thirds 
of. the Papiſts Eſtates were offered ro be 
Levied, it were a very natural thing to 
ſee them uneaſy and reſtleſs : bur now 
the matrer is more barefaced ; they are 
not contented to live at eaſe; and en- 
joy their Eftates ; but they muſt carry 
all before them : and F. Petre cannot 
be ar quiet , unleſs he makes as grear a 
Figure in our Caurt , as Pere de la Chaiſe 
does at Verſaqlles. 

_ A Ceſſation of all Severiries againſt 
them, is that to which the Nation 
would more eafily ſubmit 3 bur ir is 
their Behaviou that muſt create them 
the-conrinuance of the like Compaſlion 


in another Reign. If a reſtleſs and a 


perſecuting Spirit were nor inherent in 
that Order, that has now the Aſcendant , 
they would have behaved themſclves ſo 
decently under their preſent. Advanta. 
ges; as to have made our Drvuines,, that 
hare charged them ſo heavily, look a 


lictle out- of countenanse : and this 
would 


i 


would have wrought more on the good 
Nature of the Nation, and rhe Princly 
Nobleneſs of the Succeſſms whom we 
have in view, than thoſe Arts of Craft 
and Violence, to which we ſee their 
Tempers rarry them eyen ſo early, de- 
fore it is yet time to show themſelves. 
The Temper of the Engliſh Nation , 
the Heroical Vertues of thoſe whom we 
have in our Eyes, but above all, our 
moſt holy Religion, which inſtead of Re- 
venge and Cruelty, inſpires us with 
Chariry and Mercy, even for Enemies, 
are all ſach things , as may take from 
the Gentlemen of that Religion all ſad 
apprehenſions, unleſs they raiſe a Storm 
againſt themſelves, and provoke the 
Juſtice of the Nation to ſuch a degree , 
that the Succeſſors may find it neceſlary 
ro be Fuſt, even when theirown Incli- 
nations would rather carry them toſhew 
Mercy. In fhort, they need fear no. 
thing bur what they create to them- 
ſelves : ſo thar all this ſtir that they 
keep for their own Safety, looks too like 
the ſecuring to themſelves Pardons for 
the Crimes that they intend to com- 


mit. : 

VIII, I know jt is obje&ed as no 
ſmall prejudice againſt theſe Laws, 
 thar the very making of them diſcoyer- 
ed a particular Malignity againft Hrs 
Majefty, and therefore ir 1si/1 Manners 
to ſpeak for'them. The firſt had per - 
haps an Eye at his being then Admiral . 
and the laft was poſſibly levelled ar 
him : though when that was diſcover- 
ed, he was excepted our of it by a ſpeci- 
Q! Proviſe, Andas for that which paſt in 
73» I hope it 15 not forgor,, that it was 


(s) 


enacted by that Loyal Parliament, that 
had ſetled both the Prerogative of the 
Crown and the Rites of the Church, and 
that had given the King more Money 
than all the Parliaments »f England had 
ever done in all former Times, A Par 
liament that had indeed ſome Diſputes 
with the King , but upon the firſt ſtep 
that he made withTelation to Religion 
or Safety. they ſhewed how read y they 
were to forget all that was paſt - as ap- 
peared by their Behaviour after the 
Triple Alliance, And in 73, though they 
had great cauſe given them to diſlike the 
Dutch War , eſpecially the ſtrange be- 
ginning of it upon the Smirna Flet : 
and the ſtopping the Exchequer , the De- 
claration for Tyleratiomn , ard the Writes 
for the Members of the Hue, were Mats 
ters of hard Digeſtion; yer no ſaoner 
did the King give them this new aſſu- 
rance for their Religion then , though 
they had very great Reaſons given them 
to be jealous of the VYar, yet ſince the 
King was Engaged, they: gave him 
1200000 Ponds for carrying it on ; and 
they thought they had no 11] Penni- 
werths for their Money, when they 
carried -home with them to their 
Countries this. new Security for their 
Religion, which we are now defired co 
throw up, and which. the Revercud 
Judges have already. thrown out as 4 
Law out of date. If this had carried 
init any new piece of Severity, their 
Complaints might be juſt; but they 
are cxtream tender, if they are ſo un- 
eafie under a Law that only gives them 
Leiſure and Opportunities 'to live ar 
Home, And the laſt Teſt, which was 
Bj in« 
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iacended only for ſhutting them out 
from a ſhare in the Legiſlarive Body, 


appears to be {p juſt, that one 1s rather. 


amaſed to find that it was ſo long a 

doing, than that ir was done at [aſt ; 
| and fince it is done, it is a great pre- 

ſumption on our Underſtandings to 
 think,thar we ſhould be willing to part 
with it. If it was not ſooner done, 
jt was becauſe there was not ſuch 
cauſe given for J@alouſiero work upon , 
but what has appeared ſince that rime; 
and what has been Printed in his Ma. 
jeſties Name, ſhews the World now, 


that the Jealouſies which occafion'd . 


theſe Laws, were not ſo il] grounded, 
as ſome well meaning Men perhaps 
thcn believed them to be. Bur there 
are ſome times in which all Mens Eyes 
come to be opened. 

IX. Iam told, ſome think itis very 
indecent to have a Teſt for our Par- 
liaments, in which the King's Religion 


ir accuſed of Idoſatry but if this rea- _ 


fon is good in this particular, it will be 
full as good againſt ſeveraſof the Ar- 
ticles of our Church, and many of the 
Homilies, If the Church and Religion 
ef this Nation is ſo formed by Law, 

that the King's Religion is declared 
over and over again to be Idolatrous, 
what help is there for ir? Ic is no other, 

than it was when His Majeſty. was 
Crowned, ai d Swore to Maintain our 
Laws. 

I hope none will .be. wanting in all 
poſſible ReſpeR to his ſacred Perſon ; 
and as we ought to be infinitely ſorry 
ro find him ergaged in a ' Religion 
which we muſt believe Idolatrous, ſo 


o 
© SOHEM HIT ro AE po A API" ts ee Py 


weare far from the. ill manners of re. 
fleivg on his -Perſon, or calling him 
an Idolater : for as every Man that re. 
ports a Lye, is not for that to be called 
2 Lyar ; ſothat tho? the ordering the 
Intention, 'and the prejudice of a mif 
perſwafion are ſuch abatements, thar 
we will noe rafhly take on us to call 
every Man of the Church of Rome 
an Idolater ; yer on the other land, 
we can neyer lay dawn our Charge 
againſt che Churchof Rome as guilty of- 
Idolatry, unleſs at the ſame time we 
part. with our Religion, | 
X, Others give us a ſtrange ſort of 
Argument, to perſwade us to part with. 
the Teſt ; they ſay, * The King muſt 
« imploy his Popiſh Subje&s, for he ' 
&« cam truſt no other; and he is ſo afſu- 


' @red of their Fidelity to him, that we 


* need apprehend no Danger from 


"6c them. This 1s an ocd Method to 


work on us, to let in a ſort of People 
to the Parliament and Government, 
fince the Kiog cannor truſt us, but will 
depend on them :.ſo that as ſoon as 
this Law is repealed, they -muſt have 


all the Imployments, and have | the 


whole Power of the Natjon lodged in 
their hands; this ſeemn» a little to groſs 
to impoſe, even on Triſh-men. The 
King faw for. many Years together, 
with how much Zeal both the Clergy, | 
and many of the Gentry. appeared for 


_ his Intereſts 3 and if. chere is now a Me-: 


lanchely Damp on their Spirits, the. 
King can diflipate it when he will ; and 
as the Church of England is a Body 
that will never Rebell. againſt him, ſa 


any Sullenneſs under which rhe. late 
Al- 


Adminiſtration of AMairs has broughr 
them, would ſoon vaniſh, if the King 
would be pleas'd ro remember a little 
what he has ſo often promiſed, mor 
only in Pablick bur in Private ; aud 
would be contented with the Exerciſe 


of his own Religion, without imbroil- 


ing his whole Afﬀairs, becauſe F. Petre 
will havcit ſo: and it tempts Eng- 
liſhmen to to more than ordinary de. 
grees of Rage, againſt a ſort of Men, 
who jt ſeems, can infuſe in a Prince, 
born with the higheſt Senſe of Honour 
poſlible, ProjeRs te which without do- 
ing ſome. Violence to his own Royal 


(9) 


i 


Nature, he could not ſo much as hear: 
ken to, if his Religion did not fo fax 
cally muffle him up in a blind Obedi. 
ence. Bur if we are (ſo unhappy, that 
Prieſts can ſo diſguiſe Matters, as to 
miſ-lead a Prince, who without their 
ill Influences would be the moſt Glo- 
rious Monarch of all Europe, and would 
ſoon reduce the Grand Lauis to a much 
humbler Fgure, yetit is notto be 16 
much as imagined, that ever their Arts 
can be ſo unkappily ſucceſsful, as to 
impoſe on an Engliſh Parliament, com" 
poſcd of Proteſtant Members. 


C9) 


Some REFLECTIONS oa Bis Myjeſiies Procla.nation of the Twelfth of 


February, 168% for a Toleration in Scotland, rogerher with the ſaid Pro- 


' , Proclamation. 


T. He Przamble of a Pr:clamga- 
y © ma-ioa is oft writ in haſt, ard 
is the flouriſh of ſome wat.- 
r-n Pen : but one of ſuch an Extraor- 
dinary tu e as this is; was probably 
more ſeverely Examined ; there 15 4 
new defignation of his Majeſties Au- 
r10rity. here ſer forth of lits Abſolure 
Pawer, which is ſo often repeated, 
that it deſerves to be a little ſearched 
into, Prex-gative Royal and Sove- 
- raign Authoricy, are Terms already 
received and known; but for this 
Abſolute Power, as it is 4 new Term, ſo 
thoſe who have coined ir, may make 
it ſignifie what they will, The Roman 
Law ſpeaks of Princeps Legibus ſolutus, 
and Abſolute in its natural ſignification, 
importing the being without all Ties 
and Reſtraints z then the true meaning 
of this ſeems to be, t-at there 1s, an 
Inherent Power in the King, which 
can neither be reſtrained by Laws, 
Premiſes, nor Oaths 3 for nothing leſs 
than the being free from all theſe, ren- 
ders a Power Abſolute, 


11, If the former Term ſeemed to 
ſiretch ovr Allegiance, that which 
comes after it, is yet a ſtep of another 
nature, tho one. can hardly imagine 
' what can go beyond Abſolute Power : 
and it is in theſe Words, Which all our 
Subjes are to obey without reſerve, And 


this is the carrying Obelience many 

fzes beyond what the Grand Seigteur 

ever yet claimed : For all Princes, even 

the moſt violent Pretenders to Abſolute 

Power, till Lewis the Great's time, 

have thooght it enough to oblige their 

SubjeRs to ſubmit to their Power, and 

tO bear whatſoever they thought good 

to 1mpoſe upon them ; but till che 

Days of the late Converfions by the 

Dragoons, it was never ſo much as 

pretended, that Subjeas were bound 
ro Obey their Prince without Reſerve, 
and to be of his Religion, becauſe he 
wowd have it ſro, Which was the 
only Argament tht thofe late Apoſtles 
made uſe of ; fo it 1s probale this 
q alification of the Duty of Subjeas 
was Put in here, to prepare us for a 
terrible le Roy le veut ; and in that caſe 
we are told here, that we mnſt 0bey 
without Reſerve ; and when thoſe Se- 
vere Orders come, the Privy Council, 
ad all ſuch as execute this Proclama- 
tion, will be bound by this Declarati- 
on to ſhew themfelyes more forward 
than any others, to Obey without Re- 
ſerve : and thoſe poor pretenfiens ef 
Conſcience, Religion, Honour, and 
Reaſon, will be then reckoned as Res 
ſerves upon their Obedience, which 
are all now ſhut our, | 


111. Theſc bejpg the grounds upon 
Cj which 


(vw) 


which this Proclamation is founded, 


we ought not. only to. conſider what 
conſequences are now drawn from 
chem, bur what may be drawn from 
them at any time hereafter ; for if they 
are of force, to juſtify that which 1s 
inferred from them, it will be full as 
Jaſt te draw from the ſame premiſes an 
Abolition of the Proteſtant Religion, 
of rhe Rights of the Subjeas, nor on- 
Iy to Church-Lands, but to all Pro- 
perty. whatſoever. In a word, it AC. 
ferts a Power to he in the King, to 
Gommand whar he will, and arr Oblj- 
gition In the SubjeRs, to Obey  what- 
ſoever he ſhall Command, 


IV. There is alſo mention made in 
the Preamble.of the Chriſtian Love and. 
Charity, which His Majeſty would have 
eſtabliſhed among Neighbours ; bn 
another daſh of a Fen, founded on 
this Abſolute Power, may declare.us all 
Hereticks; and then in wonderful 
Charity to us, we muſt be told, chac 
we are either to Obey without Reſerve 
or to be Burnt” without Reſerve, We 
know the Charity of that Church 
pretty well: It is indeed Fervent and 
Burning : and if we have forgot wha 
has been done in former Ages, France, 
Savoy, and” Hungary, have ſer before 
our Eyes very freſh inſtances of the 


Charity of that Religion. While thoſe \ 


Examples are ſo green, it 15 a little roo 
3mpoling on us, to talk ro us of Chriſtian 
Le and Charity. No-donbt His Ma- 
xfty means fracerely, and his Exact- 
neſs to all his Promiſes, chiefly to 
thole made fince he. came to the 


Crown, will not ſuffer us to think an * 
vn>ecoming Thought of. ſits Royal-Ins 
rentions 3, bur ,yert afccr all, tho? it 
ſeems by this Proclamation, that we 
are bound to Obey withour Reſerve, it: js 
hardſhip upon hardſhip to be bound to 
Believe without Reſerve. 


\ V. There area ſort of People here 
Tolerated, that will be hardly found” 
out : and theſe are the Moderate Preſ- 
byrerians: Now, as ſome ſay, thar 
there are very few of thoſe People in 
Scetland that deſerves this Charaeer, 
ſo it is hard to tell what it amo:znts 
ro; and the calling avy of them Im- 
moderate, cuts off all their ſhare in 
this Grace. Moderation is a quality 
that lyes in the mind,” and: how this 
will be fouud- out, I canor fo readily 
gueſs, If a Standard had been given 
of Opiaions or Praftices , then one 
could have known how this mighe 
have been diſtiuguthed 53 but as ir 
lyes, it will not be eaſy to make the 
Diſcrimination 3 and the declaring 
them all-Immoderate, ſhuts them our 
quite. 


VI. Another Foundation laid down 
for repealing al Laws made againſt the 
Papiſte, is, That they were EnaQted. 
in King James the Sixth's Minority : 
with ſome harſh expreſſions, thar are 
not to be inſiſted on, ſince they ſhew 
more the hear of the P=nner, than the 
Dignity of the Prince, 1n whoſe name 
rhey are given out 3 But all theſe Laws 
were ratifyed' over and over again by 

| King, 


K'ng Fames, when he came to be'of 
Fall Age : and they have received ni. 
ny Confirmations hy King Charles the 
Firſt, and King Charles the Second, as 
well as by his preſent Majcſty, bot" 
when he repreſented his Brorher in the 
Year 168r, and fince he himſelt came 
to the Crown : 1o hat whatſoever msy 
-e ſaid concerning the firſt Formatibn 
cf thoſe Laws, they have received 
now for the courſe of a whole hun- 
dred Years, thet are lapſed fince King 
Fames was of full Age, ſo many-Con- 
firmarions, that if there 1s any thing 
certain in Human Government, we 
migl.t depend upon them; bat this new 
coyned Abſolnte Power muſt carry all 
before 1t. 


VIT, It is'alfo well known, that the 
whole Settlement of the Church.Lands 
and Tythes, with many. other things, 
and- more particular'y the Eſtabliſh- 
menr of the Proteſtant Religion, was 
hkewiſe enated in King James's mi- 
noricy, as well as thoſe Penal Laws: 
ſo that the Reaſon now made uſe of, 
to annul the penal Laws, will ferre 
full as wel' for another A of this 46b- 
folute Power, that ſhall aboliſh all thoſe; 


and if Max imes that unhinge all the Se- 


eurities of Human Society, and all 


that is ſacred in Government, ought ro 


be lookr on with the juſtcſt and deep- 
eſt prejudices poſſible, one is tempted 
£2 loſe the reſpe& thar is due no ezery 
ring that carr es a«Royal Stamp upon 
1", when he ſecs ſach grounds made 
nlſe of, as miſt ſhake all Sertlements 
whatfoever 3. for. if a; preſcription of 


('# ) 


120 Years, and Confirmations reite- 
raged over and over again theſe 100 


Years paſt, do not purge ſon Defedts 
ia the: firſt Formar'ion of thoſe Laws, _ 


what can. make us ſzcure: but this 
looks: fo hke a Ferch of the French 
Prerogative'Law, b2th in their procel- 
fes with Relation to the Eli&'of N.ntes, 
arid thoſe coneerning Dependences ar 
Mets, that this ſeems ro be a Copy 
from that famous Original. 


; VITT. -Ic were too. much ill nature 
to look 1nto the Hiſtory 'of the laſt 
Age, to, Examine on what -greunds 
thoſe Charatters of piowus and bleſſed 
given to the Memory of Q Mary are 
buile, bur fince K. James's Memory 
has the charafter of glorzous given to it, 
if the Civilicy of the fair Sex makes 
one unwilling to look into one, yer 
the other may be a litcle dwelt. on. 
The peculiar Glory that belongs to E, 
Fames's Memory , is, that he was a 
Prir.ce' of great Learning , and thar 
he imployed it chiefly in writing for 


his Religion : of the Volume in Folig 


in which we have his Works, two 
thirds are againſt the. Church of Rome, 
oe part of them 15 a Commentary on 
re Revelation, proving th at the Pope 
is Antichriſt ; anocrher part of them 
belonged more rarturally to his Poſt 
Dignity 3 whick is the warning thar he 
gave to all the Princes and States of 
Europe, againſt the Treaſonable and 
Bloody DoArines of the Papacy. The 
firſt A& he did wh*n he came of Age, 
was t9 ſwear. in perſoq with a'l his Fa- 
mily, and afterwards with all his -peo- 

| ple 


a” Ee et ae ee On 


ing an Enumeration of all the-polnts of 


Popery;-and a moſt ſolemn Renuncla-- 


tion of them, ſomerwhar like our 'Par- 
liament Teſt: his firſt Speeah to.4hs 
Parljament of. England was Copious' ol 
this Subje& : und; he lefra/Legacy of-4 
Wiſh-anſach-of his Poſterity as ſhould 
-80-over to that Religion, which' 11 
£9.d .mayners is ſuppreſſed. : It 1 
knewn, R. .7ames. was no Conquerour, 
and that he made more uſe of his Pen 
than his Swerd :'ſo the Gloty: that 15 
peculiar to his Memory muſt fall chiefly 
on his Learned and Immortal Writings? 
and fince there is ſuch a Venerarion eX- 
preſſed for him, it agrees not ill with 
this, to wiſh , 'that his Works were 
more ſtudjed by thoſe who offer” ſuch 
Tacenſe to his Glorious Memory. 


" TX. His Majefty affures his people of * 


"Scotland, upon a Certain Knowledge 
* and long Experience, that the Catho- 
licks, as they are good Chriſtians, ſo 
. they are tkewiſe Duriful SubjeRs :. but 
i' we'muſt believe both theſe equally-: 
then, we muſt conclude ſeverely againſt 
their being goed Chriftians ; for we 
_ areſure theycan never be good Sub. 
Jzes, not only. to a Heretical Prince 
If he does not exiirpate Hereticks ; for 
their" be'oved Council of the -Zate- 
Tan , thar decreed Tranſubſtantiation 
has likewiſe decreed, that if a Prince 
does not extirpate Hereticks out of his 
Pominions , the _ Pope: muſt depoſe 
him, and declare his Subjes abſolved 
from their Allegeapce ,. and |. give his 
'Dominions to another : ſo that even 


"LE 


- £8)... | 


Ple of Scotland, a Covenant: contain | 


Ks Majeſty, how;much ſcever he may 
be, a; Z4alous Cacholick,. yer .caunor be 
aſſured of thejr;fidelity co him, unleſs 
he has given them ſecrer Afſuratices, 
thatthe 1s reſglved to exitrpate Here- 
ticks:04! 0; his- Dominions ; and that 


allc-e. P-omiſes wilch:he n »v makes 


rq theſe poor wretches are no) other 
way to- be kept, than the. Aſſurances 
Which che Great Zewis gave to his Pre - 
teſtanc Subjeas, of his obſerving ſtill 
the Edit of Nantes even after he ha 
reſolyed to. break ir. and alſo his laſt 
promiſe. made. in. the EdiR; -that re- 
pealed, the Edift of Nantes, by which 


he. gave, Aſſurances, . that no Vialence 


ſhould be nſcd to any for their Religi- 
on, in the very time that he was or- 
dering all poſhible Violences to be put 
jn execution againſt then. - 


X- His Majeſty aſſures us, .rhat; on 
all Occaſions. the: Papiſts have ſhewed 
themſelves good and faithful Suhjecs 
ro him and his Royal Predeceffors ; bur 
how Abſelute ſoever the King's Power 
may be, it ſeems his Knowledge of 
Hiſtory, is not ſo Abſolute, bur ir may, 
be capable of ſome Improvement. It 
will be hard to find out what Loyal- 
ty they ſhewed on the Gunpowder 
Plot, or duripg the whole progreſs 


. of the Rebellion of Trelmmd; if the 


King will eicher "take the words. of 
Ring Fames of Glorizzs Memory, or 
K, Charles the firſt, that was indeed of 
pious-and bleſſed Memory, rather than 
the: penners of tis Proclamation, it 
will not be hard to find Occafiors 
where. they were a little wanting in 
this "their ſo much' boaſted Zoyalry : 
and we are ſure, that by --a_gge* 
@ 


( 


of that Religion, 'the ' King can [never 
be aſſured of the Fidelicy of thoſe he 
calls his Catholick Subjets, but by en- 
gaging to them to make his Hereical 
SubjeRs Sacrifices to their Rage. 


XT. The King declares them capa- 
ble of all the Officcs and Benefices 
which he ſhall think fit co beſtow on 
them, and only reſtcains them from 
invading the Proteſtant Churches by 
. force : to that here a Door 1s plainly 
opened for admicring rhem to the Ex- 
crciſe of their Religion 1n Proteſtanc 
Churches, ſo they do not break into 
chem by force 3 and whatſoever may 
. be the Senſe of the term Benefice in its 
andient an4 firſt ſignification, now it 
ſtands only for Church Preferments 3 
ſo that when any Churches, that are 
ar the King's Gift, fall vacant, here is 
a plain incimarion, that they are to 
be provided to them ; and then it 1s 
very probable, that all the Laws made 
againſt ſuch as go not to their pariſh 
Churches, will be ſeverely turned 
upon thoſe that will not come to 

Maſs. 


XII, His Majeſty does in the next 
Place, in the vertue of his Abſ#/ute 
Power, Annul a great many Laws, as 
well thoſe that Eſtabliſhed the Oaths 
of Allegeance and Supremacy, as the 
late Teſt, enacted by himſelf in per- 


ſon, while he repreſented his Brother : 


upon which he gave as ſtrange an;Efſay 


ro the World of his Abſolute Juſtice 


in the Atrainder of the late Earl of 
Argile, as he does now of his Abſolute 
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_ Power 1n condemning the Teſt ir ſelf, - 


healſo repeals his own Confirmarion 
of the Teſt, fince he came to the 
Crown, which he offered as the clear- 
«ſt Evidence that he could give of his 
Reſolution ro. maintain the” Proteſtant 
Religion, and by which he gained fo 
much upon that Parliament, that he 
oarained every thing from chem thar 
he deſired of them ; till he came to 
try them in - the Matters of Religion, 
This is no Extraordinary Evidence to 
aſſure his people, that his Promiſes will 
be like the Laws of the Medes and Per- 
fians, which alter not ; nor will the 
diſprace of the Commiſſioner that en- 
ated that Law, lay this matter wholly 
on him ; for the Letter,thar he brought, 
the Speech that he made, and the 
Inſftractions which he got, are all too 
well known to be ſo ſoon forgotten : 
and if Princes will give their Subje&y 
reaſon to think, that they forget their 
Promiſes, as ſoon as the turn is ſerved 


for which they were made, this will 


be too prevailing a Tempration on the 
Subje&s to mind the Princes promiſe 
as little as it ſeems he himſelf daes 
and will ferce them to conclude, that 
the:Truth of the Prince, is not ſo Abſo- 


ute as ir ſeems:he fancies his power to: 


XII1, Here is not only a repealing of 
a great many Laws, and eſtabliſhed 
Oaths and Teſts, but by che Exerciſe of 
rhe Abſolute Power, a new Oath is impo- 
ſed, which was never pretended to by 
the Crewn in any former time , and as 


the Oath 1s created by this Abſlwe 
Dj Power 


( 
Power, fo it ſeems the Abſolute Power 
muſt be ſupported by this Oath: ſince 
one branch of ir, is an Obligation to 
- Maintain His Majeſty and His Lawful 
Succefſors in. the Exerciſe of this their 
Abſolute Power and' Authoriry againſt all 
deadly, which.I ſappoſe is Scotch for 
Morals : now to impoſe ſb hard a yoke 
as this 4bſolnte. Power on the SubjeR; 
ſeems no ſmall ſtrerch-3 bur-1t is a won- 
derful exerciſe of it to oblige the Sub- 
eas to defend this: it had been more 
modeſt, if they had been only bound 
ro bear if, and ſubmit to it : bur ir 18 
4 terrible thing ſo far ro extinguiſh a! 
theremnants of natural Liberty, or of 
a Legal Government, as to oblige the 


Subjeas by Oath to maintain the Exer=' 


ciſeof this, which plainly muſtdeſtroy 
rhemſelyes : for the ſhort execution by 
the Bow-ſtrings of Turkey, or by ſending 
Orders to Men to return in their Heads, 
being an Exerciſe of this Abſolute Pow. 
er, it is a little too hard ro make men 
fwear to maintain the King in it : and if 
that Kingdom has ſuffered” ſo much by 
the many Oaths that have been in uſe 
2mong them, as is marked in this Pro- 
damation, I am afraid this new Oach 
will not much mend the matter. 


X1V. Yet after all, there is ſome 
Comfort ; his Majeſty affures them, he 
will uſe no Violence nor Force, nor any 
Iroincible Neceſſity xo any man on the 
Account of his perſwaſion 2- It were too 
great a want of reſpeR ro fancy, that 2 
rime may - come in which even this 
may bexemembrad, full as yell, as the 
promiſes that, were made to the Parlia- ' 


4 ) 
ment afcer His Majeſty came. to the 
Crown : I do not 1 Confefs, apprehend 
that; for I fee here ſo grear'a Caution 
uſed in the choice ofthefe words, that: it 
is plain,very great Severities may very 
well confiſt with them: It is clear, , 
thar. the general words of Violence 
and Force are to be determined by 
theſe laſt of Tavincible Neceſſity, ſo thar 
the King, does only promife to lay no 
Invincible Neceſſity on his SubjeRs 3 but 
for all Necefſicies that are not Invin- 
cible, ir ſeems thy muſt expe to bear 
a large ſhare of them ;, Diſgraces, want 
of Imployments, Fines and Impriſon- 
ments, and evea Death it ſelf are all 
Vincible things ro a man of a ſirmnefs 
of mind ? fo that the Violences of Tore 
rure, the Furies'of Dragoo:'s, and-ſome 
of the Mcthods now praQtiſed in France, 
perhaps - may be Included within this 
Promiſe ; fince theſe ſeem almoit 1n- 
wincible ro Humane Nature, if it is not 
fortified with an Extraordinary mea- 
ſure of Grace: bur as to all other 
things, His Majeſty binds himſelf -up 
. from no” part: of the Exerciſe of His 
Abſolute Power by this Promiſe... 


.*. XV, His Majeſty Orders this to go: 


Immediately to the Great Seal, wicl:- 
out paſling throygh the orher -Sea's : 
now fince this is rer-ſigned by the 


Secretary. In. whoſe hands the Signet 
is, there was no other ſtep to be made 
bur rhrough the Privy. Seal ; ſo I muſt 
own | have a g eat Curiofiry of know- 
ing his Character in whoſe hands the 
Privy Seal is at preſent; fer ir ſeems 
his Conſcience. is not ſo very ſupple. as 
the- 


1 


the Chancellors and the Secrera:ies 
are; bur ir 1s very likely, if he does 
nor quickly change his mird, the Privy 
Seal ar leaſt will very quickly change its 
Keeper ; and I am ſorry to hear, that 
the Lord Chancellor and the Secretary 
have nor another Brother to fill hi, 
poſt.,that ſo the-guilt ofthe ruin of thax 
Nation, may lie on one fiagle Fanily, 
and that there may be no others in- 
yolved in it. 


XVE. Upon the whole matter, many 
ſmaHer chings being waved, ic being 
extreagmunpleaſant to find fau't, where 
one has all poſſible difpotitions to pay 


. * 
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all reſpe&; we here 'in England ſee 
what we muſt look for. A Parliamenc 
in Scotland was tryed, but it proved a 
little Stubborn z and now Abſolte 
Power comes to (et all right ; ſo when 
the Cloſetring has gone round, fo that 
Noſes are counted, we may perhaps 
ſee a Parliament here; bur if ir chanecs 
to be untoward, and not to Obey with* 
ont Reſerve, chen our Reverend Judges 
will copy from Scotland, and will not 
only rel!l us of the King's Imperial Pow- 
er, but will diſcover to us this new 
Myſtery of AZſolute Power, to whch 
we are all bound ro Obey withus Re- 
ſerve. 


Theſe Reflexions refer in ſo many places to ſore words in the Proclamation, that it was 
thwght neceſſary to ſet them near one anther , that the Reader may be able to 
Fudge, whether he is deceived by any falſe Quatations or not. 
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By the King. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


FAMES R. 


AMES the Seventh by theGrace of God, 

| King of Scotland, England, France 8 
Treland, Defender of the Faith, Cc. 

To all and fundry our goed Subje&s. 

whom theſe preſents do or may con- 
cern, Greeting, - We have taken into 

our Royal Conſideration the many and 

great inconveniences which have hap- 


pened to that our Ancient Kingdom of 


Scotland of late years, through the dif- 
ferent perſwaſions in the Chriſtian Re- 
gion, and the great Heats and Ani- 
moſiries amongſt the ſeveral Profefſors 
thereof, to the ruin and decay of 
Trade, waſting of Lands, extinguiſh- 
ing of Charity, contempt of the Royal 
Power; and converting of True Relt- 
- Sion, and the Fear of God, into Ani- 
moſities, Names, Fra&tions, and ſome- 
times into Sacriiege and Treaſon. And 
being reſolved as much as in us lyes, 


to Unite the Hearts and Aﬀedtions of - 


Our Subjeas, toG OD in Religion, to 
Us-in Loyalty, and to their Neigh- 
bours in Chriſtian Love and Charity, 
- Have therefore thought fic to Grant, 
and by Gur Souveraign Authority, Pre- 
rogative Royal, and Abſolute Power, 
which all Our SubjefAs are to Obey with- 
ont Reſerve; Do hereby give and 
grant Our Royal Toleration; to the ſe- 
yeral Profefſors of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion after named, with, and under 
the ſeveral Conditions, ReſtriQions, 
and. Limitations afrer-mentioned.. In 
the firſt place, We allow and Tolerate 
*the Moderate Presbyterians, to Meet 
Im their Private Hovſcs, and there to 
hear all ſuch Miniſters, as cicther have, 


or are willing to accept of Our Indul. 
gence allanerly, and none other, and 
that there be not any thing faid cr. 
done contrary to the Well and Peace 
of Our Reign, Seditious or Treaſona- 
ble, under the higheſt Pains cheſe 
Crimes will import z nor are they to 
preſume to Build Meeting-Houſes, or 
to uſe Out-Houſes or Barns, but only 
to exerciſe in their Private Houſes, as 
ſaid is: Im the mean time, it is Our 
Royal Will and Pleaſure, that Field- 
Conventicles,” and-ſuch as Preach, cr 
Exerciſe at them, or who ſhall any 
ways afliſt or connive at them, ſhall 
be proſecuted according to the utmoſt 
Severity. of our Laws made againſt 
them, ſeeing froin theſe Rendezvouzes 
of Rebellion, {ſo much Diſorder h:th 
proceeded, and ſo much Diſturbance to 
the Government, and for which after 
this Our Royal Indulgence for tender 
Conſciences there is no Excuſe lef-.. 
In like manner, we do hereby tolerare 
Quakers to meet and Exerciſe in their 
Form, in any Place or Places appoint=- 
ed for their Worſhip. And confider- 


ing the Severe and Crue] Laws made 


againſt Roman Cathlicks (therein cal- 
led Papiſts _) in the Minority of Our 
Royal Grand Father of * Glo 109 Me- 
mory, without His Conſent, -and- con- 
trary to the Duty of gocd Subjects, by 
His Regents, and other Eiemies to 


their Lawful Soveraigns* Our Royal 


Great Gtand Mother Queen Mary of 
Bleſſed ard Piows Mer ory, wherein vn« 
der the prerence of Religion, they 
cloathed, the worſt of Treaſons, Fatt: 
ons, and [ urpatiors, and mace theſe 
Laws, not as againſt the Encnies cf 
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G OD, but their own;z which Laws Preach in the open Fields, or to in” 
have ſtill been continued. of courſe vade the Proteſtant Churches by force, 
withour-defign of executing them, or under the pains aforeſaid, to be 'in- 


any of them ad terrarem only, on Sup- flited upon the Offenters reſpeRively ; 


poſition, that the Papiſts relying nor ſhall they preſume 'to: make Pub- 
on an External Power, were incapa- Jick Proccthons in. the High-Streers of 
ble of Duty, and true Allegeance to any of Our Royal Burghs, under the 
their Natural Soveraigns, and Rightful . Pains above-mentioned. And where- 
Monarchs 3 We of Our certain Know- as the Obedience and Service of Our 
ledge, and long Experience, knowing Good SubjeRs is due: to Us 'by their 
that rhe Catholicks, 2 1c 1s their Prin- Allegiance, and Our Soveraigrity, and 
ciple to be: Good Chriſtians, lo it is to that no Law, Cuſtem, or Conſtitution, 
be duriful Subjeas 3 and rhar they have Difference in Religion, or other Impe- 
likewiſe on all Occaſions ſhewn them- diment wharſoever , can exempr or 
ſelves Good and Faithful Subje&ts to diſcharge the Subjeas from rheir Na- 
Us, and Our Royal Predeceflors, by tive Obltgations and Duty to the Crown 
'hazarding, and many of them aQually or hinder Us from Prote&iing, and Em- 
lofivg rheir Lives and Fortunes, in ploytng them); according; to' their ſe- 
their Defence ( chough of another Re- veral Capacities, and Our: Royal Plea- 
ligion _) and the Maintenance of their ſure ; nor Reſtrain-us from Conferring 
Authority againſt the Violences and Heretable Rights and Priviledges upon 
Treaſons of the moſt violent Abetrors them, or vacuate or annul theſe Rights 
of theſe Laws : Do therefore with Ad- Hererable, when they are made or 
vice and Cenſent of Our Privy Coun-' conferred ; And hkewiſe confidering, 
ce: by Our Soveraign Authority, Pre- that ſome" Oaths are capable of being 
rogative Royal, and Abſolute Power, wreſted hy, Men' of -{iniſtrous Tntenti- 
aforeſaid, Suſpend, Step, and difable ons, a pratice in that Ringdom fatal 
all Laws, or Ads of Parliament, Cuf- to Religion as it was to Zoyalty 3 Do 
toms or Conſtitutions, made or exe- therefore, with Advice and Conſent a- 
cuted againſt any of our Roman” Catho- foreſaid, Caſs, Annul and Diſcharge all 
lick Subje&s, in any time paſt, to'all Oaths whatſoever, by. which; any of Our 
Intents and Purpoſes, making: void:all - SuvjeQs are incapxcttared,''of difabled' 
Prohibitions therein mentioned, pains from holding Places, or- Offices in Our 
or peneltics therein ordained to be: In- ſaid Kingdom, or -erijoyins their Here- 


flifted, 1o thar they ſhall in-all things ditary Rights and . Privitedges , dif-+. 


be as free in all ReſpeQs asany of our charging the ſame to tetaken or given 
Proteſtant Subjets whatſoever, nor in any time coming, withcur our ſpe- 
only to Exerciſe their-Religion, bur to i cial Warraric and Contenr, under the 
enjoy all: Offices, Beneficer and others, 2 patns: due to the Contempt of !Our 
which We ſhall think fic to'beſtow'/upon:? Royal Commands xr d' Authority. And 
them 1n all ime coming -: Nevertheleſs, . ro this effe& we do/ by Oi rt Royat Aus 
3c is Our Wilt and Pleature, 'ani} we do - theriry :aforeſaid, 'Srop, Difable, and 
hereÞDyic mmmand all Catholichs. at cheir Diipenſe with all Taws enjoyning the 
highceti Pains, only ro Exerciſe their ſard Oaths, Tits, or any of chem, par-" 
Religious Worſhip in Houſes or Chap- ticularly the firſt 4& of the firſt Seſſion 
pels 3 ani that they pceſume - not. to. cb the: fipſt —— King a” 
f J re 


foreſaid S:flion of the foreſaid Parlia- 
- ment; the fixth AR of the thicd Parlia- 
menr 6f-rhe ſaid King Charles; the 


twenty firſt *and twenty fifth AQs of 


that” Parliament, and the thirceenth 


A& of the firſt Seſſion of-* Our late. 


Parliament, in fo far allanerly as con- 
cerns the taking the Oaths or Teſts 
therein. preſcribed,  an4- all* others, -as 
well not mentioned as mer.:ioned, and 
that in place. of them, all Our good 
Subje&s, or ſuch of them as We or 
Our. Privy Council ſhall require ſo to 
do, ſhall rake and ſwear the following 
Oath allanerly. f 

.:; 1; A. B. do achnowledge, teftifie and 
declare, that |A MES the Seventh, by 
the Grace of Ged, King of Scotland, Eng- 


land, France and Ireland, Defender of 


the Faith, 8c. is rightful King and _Su- 
pream Governour of theſe Realms, and 
over ull pig bore ; and that it is 
unlawful for Subje&F3, on any prerence, or 

for any cauſe whatſoever, a riſe.in Arms 
againſt Him, or any. Commiſſtonated by 
Him; and that T (hall' never ſo riſe in 
Arms, nor affiſt any who ſhall ſo do ; "and 
that I ſhall never reſift His power or Au- 
thority, nor ever. oppoſe his Authority to his 
' Perſin,. as I (hall anſwer to God ; but ſhall 
te the utmoſt -of my power Aſſiſt, Defend, and 
Maintain him, bis Heirs and Lawful Sic- 
ceſſors, in the Exerciſe of their Abſolute 
Power, and Authority againſt all Deadly. 
So help me God. 

And ſecing many of Our good Sub- 
je&s have before Our pleaſure in theſe 


Matters was made publick.,. incurred 
the Guilt appointed by the; ARgof Par-\ 


liament above-mgationed , or others ; 
We, by Our A 
power and prerogative Royal above- 
mentioned, of Our certain Knowledge, 
and innate. Mercy, Give Our ample 


and: full, lndemnity co all choſe of the 
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-the Second'; the Eleventh AR of the 
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Roman-Catholich or popiſh. Religion, for 
all things by them done contrary to 
Our Laws, or Att of Parhament, made 
in ay time paſt, relating to their Re- 
'hgion, rhe Worſhip and Exerciſe there- 
of, or for being papiſts, Jeſuirs, or Traf- 
fickers, for hearing, or ſaying of Mals, 
concealing of Prieſts or Jeſuits breeding 
their Children Catholicks'at home or 
abroad, or any other thing, Rite or Do- 
arrine, ſaid, performed. or maintained 
by them, or any of them :©' And like- 
wiſe, for holdiog or 'taking of Places, 
Employments, or Offices, conrrary' tg 
any Law or Gonſticution, Advices given 
to Us, or Our Council, Ations done, 
or generally any thing performed or 
ſaid againſt the known Laws of thar 
Our Ancient Kingdom : Excepting al- 
ways from this Our Royal Indemnity, 
all Murders, Afaflinations, Thefts, and 
ſuch hke other Crimes, which never 
uſed ro be comprehended in Our Gene- 
ral A&s of Indemnity; And wecom- 
mand and” require all Our Judges, or 
others concerned, to explain this in 
the moſt Ample Senſe and Meaning 
Ads of Indemnity at any time have 
contained: -Declaring this ſhall be as 
g00d to every one concerned, as if 
they: had -Our Royal pardon and Re- 
miſion-under Our Great Seal of chat 
Kingdom. And hkewiſe indemnify- 
ing Our: Proteſtant -Subje&ts from all 
pains and penalties duc for hearing of 
preaching in Houſes; providing there 
be no Treaſonable Specches uttered in 
the ſaid Conventicles by them,in which 
caſethe Law:is only to take place againſt 
the: Guilty; and none other preſent; 


; px v diug alfo that. they Reveal co any. 
ority, and Abſolute : 


of, \Oar Council the Guilt fo' commir-: 
ted; As alſo, excepting all Fines, or 
of - Sentences: already piven,' 
And likewiſe Indernifying fully: and 
freely all Quakers, ter their Meetings: 
and 


TY 
and Worſhip, in all time paſt, preceed- 
ing the publication of theſe p-eſenrs. 
And we doubc not but Our Procreſtanc 
Subje&s will give their” Aſſiſtance aad 
Concourſe hereunto, on all Occaſions, 
in their reſpe&ive Capacities, In con- 
ſideration whereof, and the eaſe thoſe 
of Our Religion, and others may have 
hereby, and for the Encouragement of 
Our Proteſtant Biſhops, and the Re 
gular Clergy, and ſuch as have hither- 
ro lived orderly, We think fir to de- 
clare, thar ir never was Our principle, 
nor will We ever ſuffer Violence to be 
offered to any Man's Conſcience, nor 
will we uſe Force, or Invincible Nec-ſfity 
againſt any Man on the Account of his 

rſwafion, ncr the proteſtant Religi- 
on, but will prote& Our Biſhops and 
other Miniſters in their FunMons, 


Rights arid properties, aud all Our pro- 


reſtant Subjedts in the free Exerciſe of 
thcir proteftant Religion in theCharch- 
es. Anithat We will, and hereby pro- 
miſe, on Our Reyal Word, to main- 
tain rhe poſſefſors of Church-Lands for- 
' merly belonging to Abbeys, or other 
. Churches of the Catholick Religion, 
in their fv]! and free pofſ:ilion and 
Right, according to Our Laws and As 
of Pariiament in that behalf in all time 
coming. And We will imploy indif- 
fcrently all our SubjeRs of all Perſwa- 
fions, ſo as rone ſhall meet wich any 
Diſcouragemenrt on the account of his 
Religion, but be advanced, an1 eſteem- 


ed by Us, according to their ſeveral. 


Capacities and Qualifications, ſo long as 
We find Charity and Unity maintatzed, 
And if any .Animoirties ſhall ariſe, as 


'9) 
We hope in God there will not, We 
willſle 7 the ſevereſt Ef:&s of Our 
Royal Dilpleaſure againſt the Beginners 
or Fomenters chereof, ſceing thereby 
Our Subje&s may be deprived ot this 
general Eaſe and Satisfaction, . We ins 
tend to all of them, whoſe Happineſs, 
Proſperity, Wealth and Safety, is ſo- 
much Our Royal Care, that we will 
leave nothing undone which may pro- 
cure theſe Blefſines for them. And. 
laſtly, ro the End all Our gocd Subjeas 
may have Notice of this Our Royal: 
Will and Pleaſure, We do hereby com- 
mand, Our Lyon King at Arms, and his 
Brethren Heraulds, Macers, Purſevants. 
and Meſſengers art Arms, to maketimous 
Proclamation thereof at the Mercat- 
Croſs of Edinburgh; Ard beſides the 
printing and publiſhing of this Our 
Royal Proclamation, ir 1s Our expreſs 
Will and Pleaſure, that the ſame be paſt 
under the great Seal of that Our Kingdom 
per ſaltum, * without paſling any other 
Seal or Regiſter. In Order whereunto, 
this ſhall be ro the DircRors of O-r 
Chancellary, and their Deputies for 
writing the ſame, and co Our Chancellor 
for cauſing our great Seal aforeſaid, to 
be appended thereunto, a- ſufficient. 
Warrand. 

Given at Our Court at Whitehall the 

twelfth day of Febr. 1585. and of Our 

Reign the third Tear. 


By His Majeſtics Command 
MELFORT. 
God ſave the King. 
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| A LETTER, containing ſome Reflz&ions on His Majefties Declaration for 
Liberty of Conſcience, Dated the Fourth of April, 1687. 


' SIR, 

1. Thank you for the Favour of 
ſending me the late Declaration 
tha: His Majeſty has granted for 

Liberty of Conſcience, | contels,. l long- 

ed for it with great Impatience, and 

waz ſurpriſed to-find it ſo different from 

the Scorch Patrern; for L 1magined , 

thar ir was to be ſet ro the ſecord part 

of the ſame tune: nor can | ſee why 
t'1e Penners of this have ſunk ſo much 

11 their ſtile ; for I ſuppoſe the ſame 

men penned both, I expeRcd tojhave 

ſeen the Imperial Language of A4bjolute 

Power, to which alljthe 'Subjefs are to 

Obey without reſerve ; and of the Caſſing, 

Anmulling , th: flopping , and diſabling of 

Laws ſer forth 1a the Preamble and 

body of this Declaration ; whereas thoſe 

dreadful words are nor to be fonnd 
here: for inſtead of Repealing the Laws, 

His Majeſty pretends by this only to 

Suſpend them; and tho in effe&t this a- 

mounts to a Repeal, yet it muſt be 

confeſſed that the words are ſofter. 

Now fii.ce the Abſolute Power, to which 

His Majcſty pretends in Scotland , is nor 

founded on ſuch poor things as Zaw .; 

for that would look as if it were the gife 
of the People 3 but on the Divine Au- 
thoriry, which is ſuppoſed to be dele- 
gated to His Majeſty, this may be as 
well claimed in England as it was in'Scor_ 
land : and the pretentions to Abſolut e 
Power is (o great a thing, thar ſirce 


His Majeſty thought fir once to claim 
It, hc is little beholding ro thoſe that 
make him fall fo much in his Language; 
eipectally ſince both theſe Declarations 
have appeared in our Gazette; ſo thar 
2S we [ce what is done in Scotland , We 
know from hence what is in ſome pco- 
p'es hearts, and what we may expect 
In England. 

I, His Majeſty tells his people, that 
the perfed Injoyment of their Property has 
never been in any Caſe invadex! by him ſince 
*x coming to the Crown. This is indeed 
Matcter,of great Incouragement to alf 
good Subje&ts ; {for it lets chem ſees 
that ſuch Invaſions, as have been made 
on Property, have been done withour 
His Hajeſties knowledge : that n6 
doubt the contituing to levy the Cuſt- 
omes and the Additional Exciſe C which 
had been granted only during the late 
Kings Life, _) before the Parliament 
could meet to renew the Grant , was 
done without His Majeſties knowledge; 
the many Violences committed nor 

only by Soldiers, bur Officers, in all 
the Parts of England, which are ſevere 
Invaſions on Pr:perty, have been all 
without His Majeſties knowledge 3 and 
ſince the firſt Branch of Property is the 


Right that a man has to his Life ,, the 
ſtrange Eflay of Mahometan Government, 
that was ſhewed ar Taunton; and the no 
leſs ſtrange proceedings of the preſenr 

Fj 


Lord 


Zord Ehaneellour, in his Circuit after 
the 'Rebellien (which are very juſtly 
called His Campagne, : for it was an 
open AR of Hoftiliry to all Zaw) and 
for which and other Services of che like 
nature, it is believed he has had the 
reward of the Great Seal,: and the Ex- 
ecutions of thoſe 'who have left their 
Colours, which being founded on no 
Law, are no other than ſo many Mur- 
ders; 4all theſe, I ſay, are #5 we are 
ſure, Invaſions en Property ; but ſince 
the King tells us, chat no ſuch Tnvaſions 
| have bcen made fince he came to the 
Crown;we muft conclude that al! theſe 
things have fallen our withour Hts Priv- 
ity, And if a ſtanding Army, in time 
of Peace, has been ever lookt on by 
this Nation as an Attempt upon the 
whole Properry of the Nation in grofs, 
one muſt conclude , that even this» is 
a without His Majeftics know- 


- THY. His Majeſty expreſſes his Chari- 
& for us ina kind wiſh, rar we were 
all Members of the Catholick Church ; 
in return-to which we offer up daily 
eur moſt-errneſt Prayers for him , thar 
he may become a Memebr of the truly 
_ Catholick Church : fer Wiſhes and 
Prayers do no hurt on no fide : but His 
Majeſty adds, that it has ever been his 
Opinion, that Conſcience ought not to 
| beconſtrained , nor people forced in 
matters of meer Religion. We are 


very happy if this continues to be al- 
ways his ſenſe : bur we are ſure in this 
he is no Obedient Member of that 
which he means. by - the Catholick 
Church : for ic has over and oyer again 
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decreed the Extirpation of Heriticks, 
Ir encourages Princes to it, by the Of- 
fer of- the ' Pardon of their Sins; ir 
threatens them to jt, by-denouncing to 
them not only the judgments of God; 
bur that which is more ſer:fihle, the loſG 
of their Dominiors : and tf: ems they 
4nrend to make us know that part of 
their Doarine even before we come ta 
feel it, fince tho ſome of that Com- 
munion would take away the Horror 
which the Fourth Council of the La- 
tran gives us, in which theſe things 
were decreed, by denying ic to be a 
'General Council, and rejedting the Au- 
thority of thoſe Canons, yer the moſt 
learned of :1! the Apoſtates thathas fall. 
en to them from our Church, has ſo 
lately given up-this Plea, ard has fo 
f.rmally acknowledged the Autharity 
of-thar Council, and of its Canons, that 
it ſeems they rhink they are bound tro 
this piece of fair dealing, of warning 
us before hand of our Danger, It is 
rrue Belfarmin fays, © The Church does 
&© not always execute her Pawer of de- 
© poſing Heretical Princes, tho ſhe 
« always retains it :. one reaſon thar he 
aſſigns, is, * Becauſe ſhe is not ar al; 
« rimes able to put-it in execution : fo 
the fame reaſon may perhaps make it 
appear unadviſcable ro Extirpaze Here- 
ticks, becauſe that ar preſent jr cancor 
be done; bur the Right remains incire, 
and 15 put in execution in ſuch an unre. 
lenting manner in all places where thar 
Religion prevails, thar it has a very 
111 Grace, to ſee any Member of thar 
- Church ſpeak in this ſtrain : and whea 
either the Policy of France, nor the 
 _ Greatenſs 


Greatneſs of -their Monarch, nor yet 
the Intereſts of the Empero:r joyned 
to the Gentleneſs of his own temper, 
cculd wirkſtand rhefe Bloody Councils, 
that are indecd par:cs of that Religion, 
we can ſee no reaſon to incluce us to 
believe, that a Toleration of Religion 
is propoſed with any other deſign bur 
cither ro divide us, or.to lay us aſlcep 
till it js time to give the Alarm for de- 
ſtroyirg us, 

LV. If all the Endeavonrs, that have 
been uſed in the laſt: four Reigrs, for 
bringing the SubjeQts of this Kingdom 
to a Unity in Religion have tecn 
ineffeual, as His Majeſty ſays; we 
know ro whom we owe both the firſt 
beginnings and the progreſs of rhe Di- 
viſjors among our ſelves the gentle- 
neſs of Q. Elizabeth's Government, 
and the numbers of thoſe char adhered 
ro the Church of Rome, made ir ſcarce 
poſſible ro pur an' end to that Pariy 
. during her Reign, which has been eter 
fince reſtleſs, and. has had Credit e- 
nough at Court during the three laſt 
Reigns, not only ro ſuypcrt ir telf, bur 
to diſtra& us, and to divert vs from 
apprehending the - danger of being 
ſwallowed vu> by them, by fomenting 
our-own Diff:rences, and by ſetting on 
either a Tolcration, or a Perſecu i-n, 
as it has happenel to ſerve their Inter- 
eſts. It is not ſo very long fince, thar 


nothing was to he heard at Court bur 
the ſupporring the Church of England, 
and the Extirpativg all the Nonconfor- 
miſts ; and it wee eafie to name the 
perſons, if 1t were decent, that had 
this in their Mouths ; but. now. all is 
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turned round again, the Church of 
England is ia Diſgrace ; and now the 
Encouragement of Trade, the Quiet 
of the Nation, and the Freedom of 
Conſcience are again in Vogue, that 
were ſuch odious things but a few 
Years ago, that the very mention» 
ing them was enovgh to load any 
man with Suſpicions as backward in 
the King's Service, while ſuch Me- 
thods are uſcd, and the Government 
Is as 18 an Ague,. divided berween hot 
and cold firs, no wonder if Laws ſo 
unſteadily executed have failed of 
their effe&. 

V. There is a good reſerve here. lefr 
for Severity, when the proper Oppor- 
runity to ſer ir on preſents i: ſelf: for 
his Majeſty declares himſelf only a- 
gainſt the forcing of men in matters of 
meer Religion : ſo that whenſoever. 
Religion and Pulicy come to be ſon. 
rerwoven,, that meer R<ligion 15 nor 
the Caſe, :and thar publick Safety may 
be prerended, then thi> Declaration 
isro b2 nomoe c'aimed 2 fo that the 
faſtning any thing upon the Pecreſtant 
Religion, that 1s inconfiſtenc with the 


publick- Peace, will be pretended to 
ſhew rhat they are nor -periecuteg for 


meer Religion. In France, where” 
was reſolved to «<x:irpate the Prote- 
ſtants, all che Diſcourſes rhar were 
wrirten On thar Subje&t were full of 
the . Wars occaſi>ned by thoſe of the 
Religion in the laſt Age, tho as theſe 
was che happy Occai:ons of bringing 
the Houſe of Bob to the Crown, 
they had been «nded above 80 Years 
ago, and there had not .been ſo muc 

= _ 


28 the leaſt Tumuk raiſed by them 
theſe go Years paſt : ſothat the French 


who have ſmarted under this Severity, 


could not be charged -with the leaſt 
InfraRtion of the Law : yer Stories of 
a huddred:years old were raiſed up to 
jnſpire into the King thoſe Apprehen- 
fions of them, which Have produced 
the terrible cffes that are viſible to all 
the World, There is ancther Expreſ. 
ſion in this Declaration, which lets us 
likewiſe ſee with what Caution the Of- 
ters of Faveur are now worded, that 
ſo there may be an Occaſion given 
when the Time and ConjunQure ſhall 
be favourable te break through them 
all: it is in theſe words, So that they 
take eſpecial Care that nothing be 
preached or taught amongſt them, 
which may any ways tend to allenate 
the: Hearts of our people from us or 
our Govermeht. This in it ſelf is ve- 
ry reaſonable; and could admit of no 
Exception, if we had not to do with 
a ſer of men, who to our great Misfor. 
| tune have ſo much Credit with His Ma. 


Jeſty, and who' will be no ſooner lodge. - 


cd in the Power to which they pre- 
rend, then they will make every thing 
that is preached againſt Popery paſs 
tor that which may in ſome manner a- 
lienate the Subje&s from the King, 
VI His Majeſty makes no doubr of 
tthe Concurrence of his Two Houſes of 
Parliament., when he ſhall think it 
convenient for them to meet. The 
Hearts of Rings are un'carchable , ſo 
that itisa litrle roo preſumptueus to 
look into His hajeſties ſecrer Thoughts; 
bur according ro the Judgments that 


= 
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we woull make of - other :mens 
Thoughts by their Atians, one would 
betcmpred to think, that his Majeſty 
made ſome douht cf it, fince his Af- 
fairs both at home and abroad could 
nor go the worſe, if ic appeared that ' 
there were a perfe underſtanding be. 
tween Him and his Parliament, and 
that his people were ſupporting him 
with freſh Supplies ; aud this Houſe of 
Commons is ſv much at his Dc votion, 
that all the World ſaw how ready they 
were tro rant every thing that he could 
defire of them, till he began to lay cﬀ 
the Mak with relation to the Teſt, 
and fince that rime the frequent Pro- 
rogations, the Cleſetting, an4 the pains 
that has been taken to gain Members» 
by Promiſes made to ſome, and the 
Diſgraces of others, would make one 4 
little Inclined to think, that ſome doubt 
was made of their Concurrence, Bur 
we muſt confeſs, that the depth of His 
Majeſties Judgment 1s ſuch , that we 
cannot fathom it, and therefore we can- 
nor gueſs what his Doubts or his Afſu- 
rances are. It is true , the words that 
come after unriddle the Miſtery a litt- 
le, which are, when His Majeſty ſhall 
think it convenient for them to mett : 
for rhe meaning of this ſeems plain,that 
His. Majeſty is reſolved that they ſhall 
never meer, till he receives ſuch Aſſu- 
rar.ces, in a new round of Cloſetring» 
that he ſhall be pat four of doubt con- 
cerning It. ; 

Yi1, I will xort enter into rhe diſpute 
concerning Liberty of Conlclence, ard 
the Reafons that may be offered for it 
0 a Seſflion of Paritament ; for there is 

ſcarce 


* ſearcerany one point, that excther with 
-reſation: to. Religion, or Politicks, .af- 
- fords-a greater ' variety of mitter for 
RefleRion :.and | make no dcubrx to 
ſay, ther there.is abundance of Reaſon 
to oblige Parliament $0 review all che 
pal Laws, either with relation to Pa- 
pifts; or. to Diſſenters* bur I will rake 
the boldne(s to add one thing, thar the 
Kivgs Suſpending of Laws ſtrikes at the 
root 'of this whole Goverament, and 
ſabverts it quite : for if there 1s any 
thing certain with relation to Engliſh 
Goverament, it is this, that the Exe- 
cutive Power of the Law is entirely in 
the King ;z and the Law to fortifie him 
in che Managewent of it has cloathed 
'himwith a vaſt Prerogative.and madehr 
unlawful oa any pretence wh?! oey.. to 
reſiſt him; whereas on thc other hand, 
the Eegiflative Power is nat ſo <niirely 
m the -Kivg,. bur that the Lords and 
Commons have ſuch a fhare in ir, tha; 
no Law can be either. made, repealed, 
or which is all one ſuſpended, but by 
their conſent ; ſh that the placing this 
Legiſlative Power ſingly in the King, is 
a ſubverſion, of this whole Government, 
fince the Eſſence of all Governments 
confiſts .in the SubjeQts of the Legiſla- 
tive Authority , Ads of Violence or 
Injuſtice, committed in the Executive 
part, are. ſuch things that all.,Princes 
being ſubje& to them, the peace of 
mankind were very ill ſecured if it 
were not unlawful to reſiſt upon any 
pretence taken from any ill Admini- 
. ſtrarions, in which as the Law may be 
doubrful, ſo the Fa&s may be, uncer- 
b, and at” worſt the publick. Peace 


Can) 
.muſt always be more vaſued;chan any 


privare Opprefſions. or .. Injuries what» 
ſoever.. But the cofal Subycrfion of 2 
Government, being {6 cantrary to the 
Truſt-char is given to the Prince whe 
ought to execute it,, will- put men up- 


on nncafie and dangerous inquiries” 


which will turn lictle to' the Advantage 


of thoſe who are driving - matters eo 


Pan a doubtful and deſperate 1\- 
ue, 

VET. If there is any thing in which 
the Exerciſe of the Legiſlative Power 
ſeems indifpenſable, it is in thoſe Oaths 
of Al'egeance ard Teſts, that are 
thought neeefſary ro Qualifie men e> 
ther to be admired to enjoy the Prore- 
Rion of the Law, or to bear « ſhare in 
the Government ; for in theſe the Se. 
-curity of the Governinent is chiefly 
concerned ; and: therefore the total 
Extin&ion of theſe, as it is nor only a 
Suſpenſion of 'them, but a plain re- 
pealing of them, ſo X15 a Subvercing 
of the whole Foundation of our Go. 
Government :' For the Regulation tha: 
King and, Parliament had ſet both far 
the Subje&ts having: the ProreRion of 
the State by the Oath of Allegeanee, 
and for a ſhare in the places of Truft 
by the Teſts, is now pluckr up bythe 
roots; when is geclar<d, That theſe 
ſhall not. at ay, time. hereafrer be. Fe» 
quired to. be taken or ſubſcribed - by 
any perſons whatſoever : for. it . js 
plain, that this is no Suſpenſion of 
the; Zaw, but a formal repeal of ir, 
in as plain Words, ,as can be con- 
caved. | qaity.. - af 


IX, His 


G 


SV 
* . IR. Bis Majeſty ſays, that' the Be- 
- nefit 6f | the Service of-all-his Subjzeas 
4s by the {Law of Nature Inſeparably 
annexed to and inherent in his Sacred 
Perſon. : Ir: is ſomewhar ſtrange, that 
when fomany-Laws, that weall know 
are ſuſpended , the Law of - Nature, 
which is ſ6: hard to be | found outs 
ſhould be cited 3 bur: the Penners of 
this Declaration had' beſt ler that Zaw 
lie forgotten among the reſt; and 
there is a ſcurvy | Paragraph in it con- 
-cerning ſelf-Preſervation, thar 15 capa. 
ble of very | unacceptable Glofſes, It 
4s hard to tell what Se&ivn of the 
Taw of Nature has market either ſuch 
2 Form of Government, or ſuch a Fa- 
mily for it. And if His Majeſty re- 
nounces his Prerenſtons to our Allege- 
ance as founded on the Laws of Eng- 
-Jand; and betakes himſelf to this Law of 
Nature, he will perhaps fint rhe Coun- 
ſel was a lir:le too raſh 3 but ro make 
the moſt that can. be, the Law of Na- 
tions .or /Nature does indeed allow the 
Governors of all Societies a Power to 
ſerve themſelves of every Member''of 

It in the: caſes of Extream Danger , 

-bur 'no Law of. Nature that -has been 
yetheard of will conclude, that if - by 
ſpecial Laws, a ſort of men have been 
abſabled from all -tmployments, har a 
Prince who 'athis Coronation Swore 
wo maintaie thoſe Laws;may ar his plea- 
ſue extinguiſh all theſe Diſabilities: 


X. Ar the end of the Declaration; 
as in gPoſiſcripr, His Majeſty affures 
his Subjeas, that he will - main- 


tain them jo their Properties, as well 


dat) 
jin Church and Abbey Lands, -as other 
Lands : but the chief of: all their Pro- 
© perties being the ſhare that they 
have by their Repreſentatives in the 
Legiſlative Power ; this Declaration, 
which breaks'thro that,'is'n6 great E- 
vidence thar the reſt will be'maintain- 
ed : and to ſpeak plainly, when a Co- 
ronation Oath is ſo lirtle remembred, | 
other Promiſes muſt have a proportio- 
ned degree of Credit given to them : 
as for the Abbey Lands, the keeping 
them from the Church is accarding to 
the Principles of that Religion Sacyi- 
ledge ; and that is a mortal Sin, 'avd 
there can no445/Untimr be given to any 
who centinue in its and ſo this Pro- 
miſe being an Obligation ro maintain 


"men ih'a mortal Sin, is nuI'and void 


of it ſelf + Chorch Lands are alſs accor- 
ding to' the Dorine of their Cano. 
niſts, ſo immediately Gods Right, that 


'the Pope himf-'f is the anly Adminj- 


ſtrator and Diſpenecr, but is.not the 
Maſter of them; he can indeed make 
a truck for God, or ler 'them 6 low, 
thar God ſhall be an cafie Landlord : 
bur .he cannor alter *Goa?s Property, 
nar tranſlate the Right char is in him 
ro Sacrilegious Laymen and Here- 
ricks. 


'X1. One of the Effeds of this De- 
claration, will be the ſetting on foot a 
new run of- Adreſſes over- the Nation ; 
for there is nothing how impudenr 
and baſe ſoever, of which.the abje& 
flatrcry of a ſlaviſh Spirit is nor capa- 
ble. It mpſt be confeſt, to the Re- 
p:oach of the Age, that all thoſe ſtrains 
of 


of flattery among the 'Romans, that: 
Tacitrs ſecs forch with: ſo much juſt; 
Scorn, are modeſt things, compared 
to what chis Nation has produced with- 
in theſe ſeven Years : only if our Flat-. 
tery has come ſhort of the RefineJneſs 
of the Romans, it has «exceeded theirs 
as much in irs. loathed Fulfomnes : 
The late King ſer our. a Declaration, 
ju which he gave the. moſt ſolemn A(- 
ſurances poſlible of his adhering to the 
Church of England, and'to the Religi. 
on eſtabliſhed by Lew, and of his Re- 
ſolution to have frequent Parliament ; 
upon which the whole Nation, fell as. 
irwere inzo Raptures of Joy and.Flat- 
tery : bur tho he lived four Yearsafter 
thar, he called no Parliament, norwith- 
ſtanding the Law for Trietgial Parlia- 
ments 2 and\ the manner of, his Death, 
and the Papers printed after his Death 
in his Name, having ſufficiently ſhew.. 
ed, that he was equally ſincere in both 
thoſe Af: rances that he gave, as well1n 
_ that relating co Religion,as in that other 
relating to frequent Parliament;;yer up- 
on his Death a rew {et of Addreſſes ap», 
peared , in which all that Fhrery. 
could invent was brought forth, in 
the -Commendations of a Prince, to 
whoſe Memory the greateſt kindneſs 
. can be done, -is ro forget him and be-- 
cauſe his; preſent, Majcfty upon his 
coming to the Throne gue ſome very 
general Promiſe of fmaincaining the 
Church of Englund, this was magnified 
' In ſo Extravagant a ſt ain, as if it had 
\ been a Sccuriry greater than any thar 
the Law could. give: tho by .the re-. 
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the Laws, .it, appears thet he is reſol- 
ved to maintain -borh. «qually ; fince' 
then the Nation has already made it 
irlf ſufficiently ridiculous both to the 
preſchr and to all ſucceeding Ages ; it. 
1s rime that at laſt men ſhould grow” 
weary, and become aſhamed of their 
Felly.. i ar (od 


- XII. The Nanconformiſts are now in- 
vited to ſet an Example to' thereſt + 
and they who have valued themſelyes 
hicherto upon their Oppeſitian ro' Po- 
pery , and that have quarrelled with 
the Church of England, for fome ſmall 
Approaches, to it, in |} few Ceremo- 
nies, are now ſolicited to rejeyce, be - 
cauſe the Laws that ſecure us againſt 
it, areAll plucked up : 'fince they en- 
joy . ar. preſent and dufing pleaſure: 
leave to meet together. It is" natural 
for all men to love to be (erat eaſe, c-' 
ſpecially in -the marter, of rheir Con- 
ſciences; bur it is vifible,' that thoſ 
who, allow them this }favour , do ir 
with no other deſign, 'but that 'under- 
a pretence of, a General Tolerationz 
they may Introduce a Religion which 
uſt perſecute all equally : it 1s like- 
wiſe appareat how much they are 
hated, and how-much they have'been 
perſecuted by rhe inſtigacion of thoſe 
who now Cour them , and who have 
row. no game thaj is mcre promiſing, 
than the engaging'them and the Church 
of England into new Quarrels ! and 'as 
for the Promiſes now ma 'e to them, 
it cannot be ,ſuppoſed thay they will be 

more laſting than thoſe that were'niade 


gar drhar the King has borh to 1: and ro ſome time ago to the Church of Eng- - 


land, 


\ 


PTA whotad' Boſh a"betrer Tide $1 
Law and greater Merit iþotic he Crown" 
toaffure rhem that they ſhould be welt” 
uſed thantheſe can pretend to. "The 


' ce for; rgiyen _ of Fat 
h.o gland. the Perfecution h- 
ro EN the ey have Tuffered theinſelves 
to be coſened ; tho now that they {te* 
Papery barcfaced, the Stand that tt ey 
haye,made, and the vigorous Oppofiti- 
on char. chey have givenro it, # that: 
hich make Fs. mefi willing t6 forget” 
whas inpolt nd raſebagalt he Glory? 
if..a< ther was nof py le ſtained: 
by the, Indiſcrezion avd \ akneſs of 
thoſe, that:were roo apt-to belies ad” 
hope, and ſo. ſuffered themſelves to' be 
mgde @- Property. to, thoſe who would” 
make: them a Sacrifice- "The Sufferings' 
of. «he; pa ale ,_ and the Fnty* 
that the Popiſh party Expreſſed: Zain 
them, had recommended © them” [o/ 
much tq the Compalſions of the- Nati-- 
on, -xnd had. given. th Mm ſo juſt'a pre- 
renſion $0 favour in a better rime, thar" 
i5wall. look; like. 2 Curſe of GoA upon” 
themz/if a few! men, whom the Toure” 
has gained; to betray "chem, cat! have* 
ſuch an ill Influence upon them'us to 
make them rhrow away. all that Merit, 
and:thoſe Compaſſony. which their 
Sufferipgs, haye * red 1 em; and © 
ro,g0 and, court .thqle. who are only 
ſeemingly, kind to chery, rhar” they 
may. deſtroy. both them and'ut« They 
muſt :remember that as the Church of 
Eng is the only Eſtabliſkmenc that 
ox Kei bas by Law ; ſoitis the” 
mgin body 0 the Nation, and all the. 
z5,are bur ſmall and ſtragling par-. 


ft 


Se: 
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ties: nd5f-the Legal : Serthement of 
Cie! Charch is'diffolved, 'and thar body 
is once broken, theſe lefſir bodies will 
be all ar Merey : an it is an eaſy thing- 
td define what the Mercies of thoſe 
E Erof Rane are, PE NIN 

21:9 > 

: XCTT.* Bug ej It nin bs confeſſed; 
har the Nomeonformiſts arc Nill unz 
der: ſome [Temper tions ,: to -receive: 
eve ry- thing thar gives- them preſent 
eaſe, with alittle roo much kindneſs; 
ſince they lie expoſed ro many ſevere 
Laws, of which they have of lare felr 
the weight' very heavily, and as they 
ire' men, and ſome of them as ill Na-- 
tured ment as other people, fo it is no 
wonder if apont he ficſt ſurpriſes of the 
Decla tion, they area 1itrle delighr- 
64, ro (4 the Churth of ' England after 
all tes; Seryides! 'dnff Sabiniflions to: the 
Court, {o' much mertified by itz ſo 


that raking all regether it will not be 


ftranye if they commir-ſonie Follies 
upon this 'occafion;” ' Yet'on the orhier 
hatid "ir paſſes all ' imagination, ro: ſee 
ſome bf the Chutch' of ' England, eſpe» - 
cially -thoſ® whoſe Natures: we know 

are (0 particularly ſharpned in the _ 
point” of Perſecution, chiefly when it 
1s levelled againſt the Difſenters, re- 
jdyce at rhis Declaration, - and make. 
Addrefſes upon it. Ir is hard to. think 
that they have atrained -ro ſo high a 
a' pirch of Chriſtian Charity, © 25 tO 
thank thoſe who do pow Deſpiefull uſe 
them, and that as an earneſt ' thar 
within'a firtle while rhey will Perſecure 
chem.” This" will be 'an Original,” and 
a Miiter-picct in Flarrery; which muſt 


needs 


needs draw the laſt degrees of Con- 
rc mption ſuch as are capable of ſs at» 


-e 2 anit ſordid” a Compliance, and that 


not only from'all the true Members of 
the Church of England, but likewife 
from thoſe of the Church of Rome it 
ſelf ; for every man 1s apt to citeem an 
Enemy that is brave even in his Misfor- 
runes,” as much as he deſpiſes thoſe 
whoſe: minds fink- with —_ m_ 
on, for what is it that thefe men Way 

the Kiog 2 ls it becauſe he breaks thuſe 
Laws that are made in their Favour, 
and for their Prote&ion : and 1s now 
ſtriking ar the Roor-of' all Legal Ser» 
tlement thar they'have for their-Reſigte 
og? Oris it becauſe! thar'at'the fanie 
time that the King profeſſes a Religion 
that condemns his Supremacy, yet he 
Is not contented with the Exerciſe of 1t 
as it 1s warranted by Law,burt carries it 
ſo far as to-eret a Court. contraryito 


che expreſs worps of a Law! ſo lately . 


made : That Ceurt takes care to main- 
tain a due proportion between their 
Conſticurion an4 all cheir Proceedings, 
that ſo all may be of a piece, and all e- 
qually contrary to Law. They have 
ſuſpended one Biſhop, only becauſe he 
' weuld nordo thar which was not in bis 
power to do : for ſince there is no Ex- 
trajudiciary Authority in England, a 
Biſhop can no more procead to a Sen- 
tence of Suſpenſion againſt a Clergy- 
man without a Tryal, and the hearing 
of Parties, than a Judge can give a 
Sentence in his Chamber without an 
Inditment, a Tryal, or a Jury , and 
becauſe one of the greateſt bedics of 
England would nor break their Oaths, 


 2nticipare upon this Ulegal 
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and otey a Mandare that plainly con. 
tradited them; we ſee to what a pitch . 
this is like. ro be” carried. I'will. got 
Court, to 
tell what Judgments are coming ; but 
without carrying our Jealoufies ron fars 
one my. ſafely conclude, that they 
will never depart ſo far ifrom their firſt 
Inſtirucien, as'to have any regard, ej- 
ther to-ouy Religion, or our Laws, or 
Liberties, in: any thing they do. If 
al this were ated by a owed Papiſts, 
23 We are ſure it is projected by fuch, 
there were nothing extraordinary in 
it :* bur that which carries our Indig, 
marion'a little too far ro be eafily go- 
verned, is tofce ſome pretended Pro- 
teſtants, -and- a few Bifhops, among 
theſe that are the fata] Inſtruments of 
pulling down the Church of England 
and that thoſe Mercenaries Sacrifice 
their Religion and their Church to. 
their Ambition and Intereſts; this has - 
ſuch peculiar CharaRers of Afisfortune 
upon it, that it ſeems it is nor enough 
if we periſh withour Pity, fince we 
fall by that hand that we have ſo much 
ſupported ard fortified, but we muſt 
become the Scorn' of all the world, 
ſince we have produced ſuch an unna- 
tural Brood, that even while they are 
p-etending to be the Sons of theChurch 
of England, are cutting their Mothers 
Throat : and not content with Zudas's 
Crime, of ſaying, Hail Maſter, and 
kiſſing him, while they are berraying 
him into the hands of othnrs.; theſe 
carry their Wickedneſs farther, and 
ſay. Hail Mother, and then they them- 
ſelves murthea her. If after all this we 
H j are 


were called on wo. bear this as 
Chriſtians, and to ſuffer it as SubjeRt, 
if we were required in Patience to poſ- 
- ſefs our own Souls,.and to be in Chari- 
ty with our Enemies; and which is 
"more; to forgive our Falſe Brethren 
'who add Treaziery to. tlicir Hatred ; 
the Exhortation were leaſonable, and 
indeed a little neceflary ; for humane 
Nature cannot eafily take down things 
. of ſuch a hard dig<cſtion : burto tell us 
that we muſt make Addreſſes, and of- 


© . Fer Thanks for all this, is to inſult a 


JIittle too much upon us in our Suffer- 
Ings2 and he thatcan believe that a 
dry and cautioufly worded Promiſe of 
maintaining the Church of England, 
will be religiouſly obſerved afterall 
that we have ſeen, and is upon that 
carried ſo ſar out of his Wits as to Ad- 
dreſs and give Thanks, and will believe 
fill, ſach a man has nothing to ex> 
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cuſe him from believing Tranſubſtaetia. 
tion itſelf; for it is plain that he can 


. bring himſelf ro believe even when 
. the thingis contrary to the cleareſt £. 


vidence thar his ſenſes can giye him, 
St populus hic vult decipi decipiatur. . 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Heſe Refleions were writ ſoon after 

_* the Declaration came to my hands, 

but the Matter of them was ſo tender,and 

the Conveyance of them to the Preſs was 

ſo uneaſie, that they appear naw too late to 

have one effe#t that was Deſigned by them, 

which was, the diverting men from making 

Addreſſes upon it ; yet if what is here pro- 

poſed makes men become ſo far wiſe as to 

be aſhamed of what they have done, and 

3s a means tokeep them from carrying their. 

Conrtoſbip further than goed words, this. 
P aper will nat came too late., 
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Az Anſiver to a Paper, Printel with Allowance; Entitled, 4 New 
T:ft of the Church of Englands Loyalty, 


Is: HE Accuſing the Church of 
T England of want of Loyalty, of 
the purring it to a new Teſt, 

afrer ſo freſh a one, with relation to 
His Majeſty, argues a high degree of 
Confidence in htm who undertakes it- 
She knew well what were the Doarines 
and PraRQices of thoſe of the Roman 


Church, with Relation to Hereticks 3- 


and yer She was ſo. true to her Loy- 
alty, that She ſhut her Eyes on all the 
Temptations thar. ſo juſt a fear could 
raiſe in her ; and She ſer her (elf to 
ſupport His Majeſties Right of Succeſſi- 
on, with ſo much Zeal, that She there- 
by, nor only put her ſelf in the powerof 
ker Enemies; but She has alſo Expoſed 
her Self to the Scorn of thoſe who in- 
ſult over her Misfortune. She loſt the 
Aﬀe&ions even of many of her own 
Children ; who thought that her Zeal 
for an Intereſt, which was then ſo 
much decry*d, was 'a little too: fer- 


vent: and all thofe who judged ſe-- 


'verely of the proceedings, thought 
that the Oppoſition which She made 
tothe fide that then went ſo high, had 
more Heat than Decency in ir. And 
Indeedall this was ſo very Extraordi- 
pary, that if She was not ated by a 
principle of Conſcience, She could 
make ro Excuſe for her.Condu&. There 


appeared ſuch peculiar Marks of A 
fe&ion and Heartinels, ar every time 
that the Duke was named, whether in 
Drinking his Health, or upon graver 
Occaſions, that it ſeemed affe&ed: and 
when the late King himſelf whole 
Word they tock that he was a Pro- 
teſtant )- was ſpoke of -but-coldly,- the 
very Name of the Duke. ſet her Chil- 
dren all on fire : this made many con- 
clude, that they were ready to Sacri. 
fice all ro him ; for indeed their Bea. 
viour was inflimed with ſo much Hear, 
that the greater part of che Nation be- 
lieved they. waited for a fit oppor- 
runity to declare themſelves. Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt was not a more frequent 
Subje& of the Sermons of many, than 
Loyalty ; and the Right of the Suc- 
ceſlion to the Crown, the Heat that 
appearcd in the Pulpic, and the Learn- 
ing that was in their Books on theſe 
SubjeRs, and the Eloquent Scrains thar 
were 1n their Addreſſes, were all Ori- 
ginals, and made the World conclude, 
That whatever might be laid to their 
Charge, they ſhould never be accuſed 
of any want of Loyalry, ar leaſt in 
this King's time, while the remem-. 
brance of fo ſignal a ſervice was ſo. 
freſh. When His Majeſty - came to 
the Crown, theſe men did ſo. entirely. 
depend. 


. 


——_———— co eee wee ratrow- 
, FITS E 


depend on the Promiſe that he made, 
to maintain the/Church of England, that 
the doubring”of rhe” performance 2Þ- 
pearedro tem the worſt ſort of Infde- 
lity, TheY believed, that in His Mar 
jeſty, the Yero, and the King, would 
be too ſtr6ng for the Papiſts, and _ 
| any one told them, How weak, « He ie 
Faith of a Catholick, to Herettcks. muſt 
needs be, they could not hearken tO 
this with any patience : but looked on 
his Majeſties Promiſe as a thing ſo Sa* 
ered; thar they, imploy'd their intereſt 
ro carry all Elefioms of Parliament- 
Men, forthoſe that were recommende 
by the Coutr, with fo much Vigour, 
that jt 14jd them open to much Cen- 
| ſure, In Parliament they moved: for 


no Laws to ſecure their Religion ; bur 


aſſuring themſelves, that Honour was the 
Kings 1dol, they laid hold on it, ard 


fancied, rhat a pyblick reliance on his 


Word, would give them an lotereft in 
his Majeſty, that was Generous, and 
more ſuteable to the Nobleneſs of a 
Princely Nature than any new Laws 
could be : fo that they acquieſcedin it, 
and gave the King a vaſt Revenue for 
Life : ln the Rebellion that followed, 
they ſhewed with what Zeal they ad- 
hered ro his Majeſty, even againſt a 
Pretender thar declared for them. And 
m the Seſſion of Parliament, which came 
afrer that,they ſhewed their diſpoſition 
to- aſſiſt the. King with new. Supplies, 
and were willing to Excuſe and indem-+ 
nifie all that was paſt ; only they deſi- 


red with all poſſible Modeſty, thatthe 


Laws which His Majsſty had both pro- 
miſed, and at his Coronation had Sworn 
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ro maintain, might be Ex:cuted. Here 
is their Crime, which has raiſed all this 
Out-cry ; They did noc move for the 
Ex:cution of ievere and penal Laws 
bur were m1lling to ler thoſe ſleep, til 
it might appear by the Behaviour of 
che Papiſts, whether they might de- 
ſerve that there ſhould beany Miriga- 
tion made of them in their Favour, 
Since that time, our Charch-men have 
have been conſtant in mixing their 
Zeal for their Religion againfi Popery» 
witha Zeal for Zyalty againſt Aebelliom 
becauſe they think theſe two are. very 
well conſiſtent one with another. tr 


"is true, they have generally expreſſed 


an unwillingneſs to part with the two 
Teſts ; becauſe they have no mind to 
traſt the keeping of their Throats to 
thoſe who they believe will cut them, 
and they have ſeen nothing i= rhe con< 
du& of the Papiſts, eith hin or 
without the Kingdom, to make them 
grow weary of the Laws for their ſakes, 
andthe ſame principle of common 
ſenſe, which make it ſo har.l for them 
to. believe Tranſubſtantiation, makes 
them conclude that the Author of this 
Paper, and hjs .Friends, are no other, 
than what they: hear, and ſee, and 
know them to be. 

If. One inſtance in which the Church 
of England ſhewed her Submiſſion co 


the Conre; was, that as ſoon as rhe . 


Noneenformiſts hid drawn a new Storm 
upon themſelves, by their medling in 
the matter of Excluſion, many of her 
Zealous Members went into that Pro- 
fecution of them, which the Court ſet 


no 
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e9 foot, with metre Heat, than was almoſt all p2aple raug'n, t22y. had 


perhaps. juſtifiable 1o ir ſelf, or reaſo- 
rable in thoſe Circumſtances ; but how 
cerſu;able ſoever foine angry men may 
_ be, ir is fomewnt ſtran;e co ſee thole 


- "of the ap of Rome blame us for ir, 


which decreed ſome unrelenting 
Severities againſt all that differ from 
her, -and has enacted that nor only in 
Parliamencs bur even in General Coun- 
ctls, It muſt reels found odly to hear 
the Sons of 'a Church, that muſt de- 
ſtroy all others as ſoon as ir cari com- 
pals it, yet complain of the Exceilcs of 


. Fines and Impriſonments, chart have 


been - of late amongWs. Bur if this 
Reproach ſeems a liccle ſtrange when ir 
15-in the Mourh of a Papiſt, ic is much 
more provoking, when it comes ffrom 
any of the Courr. Were nor all the 
Orders +: ..E late Sevcrity ſex from 
thence # Did nor the Judgcs in every 
Circuit, and the Favourite Juſtices of 
Peace n every Seſſions; imploy all their 
Eloquence on this Subje&? The Dire- 
cons that were given- to the Juſtices 
and the Grand Furies were all repeated 
Aggravations of this Matter ; and a 
little Ordinary Lawyer, withour any 0- 
ther Viſible Mzrir, but an Oatragious Fu- 
ry in thoſe Matrers, on which he has 
chiefly valued himſelf, was of a ſud- 
den raken in his Majeſties ſpecial Fa- 
vour, and raiſed up to the Higheſt Prſts 
of the Law. All theſe things, led 


[-me of our Obedient Clergy, to look 
on it as a piece of their Duty to che 
King , to encourage that Severity, of 
which the Court ſeemed fo fond, that 


ler ir up for a Maxime, from which 
they would never depart; I will nor 
prerend tro excuſe all rhat has been 
done of late Years : bur it is certain, 
thar the molt crying Severities have 
been ated by perſons that were raiſed 


up co be, Judges and Magiſtrates for 


that very end : they. were Inſtrutted, 
Tr.ſted andRewarded for it, both in the 
laſt and under the preſent Rei2n,Chnrch- 
preferments were diſtinguiſhed rather as 
Recompences of this devouring Zeal, 
than of a real Merit 3; and men of 
moze mode-are Te mpers were not on 
ly ill. lookt ar, buit ill uſed. So that ic 
is in it ſelf very unreaſonable to throw 
the load of the. late Rigour -on the 
Chureh of England, without diſtin&i- 
on : but ir is worſe than in goed man- 
ners iris fir to call ir, it this Reproach 
comes from the Courr. And it is ſome» 
what nnbecoming to ſee that; which 
was ſet on ar one time, difowned at a- 
nother ; while yet he that was the 
chief Inſtrument in it is ſtill in ſo high 
a poſt ; and begins now to treat the 
men of the Church of. England, with 
the ſame Brural Exceſſes, that he -be- | 
ſtowed (> lately and ſo liberally on the 
Diſſenters; as if his deſign were to render 
himſelf equally odious to allMankind, 

II, The* Church of England may 


| juſtly expeſtalate whe ſhe is treared 


as Seditinus; after ſhe*has rendred the 

higheſt Services ro the Civg}, Authority, 

that anyChurch now onEarth'has done, 

She has beaten down All the Principles 

of Rebellon, with mereForce and Learn, 

ing thaa any Body of men has yer 
| FI done; 


done ; and has run the hazard of En- 
. [raging her Enemies, and- lefing her 
Friends, even for thoſe, from whom. 
the more learned of her Members knew 
well -what they might expe&, And 
fince onr Author likes the figure of a 
Snake in ones Boſom ſo-well 3 I could 
rell him, that according to the Ape- 
ogue, we took up and ſheltred an, In- 
tereſt, chat was almoſt Dead, and by 
that, warmth gave it” Life, which yec 
Row with the Snake in the Boſom, is 
-like to bire us ro Death,, We do nor 
ſay, th:t we are the only Chnrch that has 
the Principles of Loyalty, bur this we may 
fay, that we are the Church in the 
World "that carries them the higheſt ; 
as we know a Church that of all o- 
thers ſinks them the loweſt, We do 
por pretend that we are leerrable in 
'this Point, bur acknowledge that ſome 
6f our Clergy miſcarried in it upon King 
Edwards Dcath ; Yet at the ſame time 
others of our Communion adhered more 
ftedily to their Zoyaltyin favour of Q. 
Mary, that She did to the Promiſes that 
The made ro them, Upon this Subje& 
'our Aurhorby his falſe Quotation of Hi: 
. . flory, forces the to ſet the Reader right, 
Which if it proves' to the Diſadvantage 
of his Cauſe, his Friends may rhank 
him-for it, I will not entgr into ſo re- 
dious a Digreſſion, as the juſtifying Queen, 
Elizdberhs being Legitimate ,” and the 
throwing the Baſtardy on Queen Myry 
muſt carry me ta 3 thisl will only fay,- 
phat it was made out, that according to 
the beſt ſort of Arguments, uſed by 
'the Church of Rome; 1 mean the con- 
ftanc Tradition of all. Ages, King Henry the 
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Fighth marrying with Queen Catherine, © 
was Inceſtuous,- and by conſequence Q, 
Mary was the Baſtzrd, and Queen Eli. 
zab:rh was the Legitimate Iflue. Bur 
eur Author not ſatisfird with defaming 
Queen Elizabeth , tells us,thar the 
Church of England wasno ſoover ſetup 


by ker, than She Enatted- thoſe B!oo - 


dy Cannibal Laws, to Hang, Draw and 
Quarter the Prieſts of the Lzving God : 
Bur fince theſe Laws diſturb him. ſo 
much, what does he think of the Laws 
of Burning the poor Servants of the Li- 
ving God, becauſe they cannot give Di- 
vine Ferſhip to that whjch they believe 
to be enly a Pie of 'Bread ? The Re- 
preſentation he gives of this part of our 
Hiſtory, 1s ſo falſe, that tho upen Q. 
Elizabeths coming to the Crown, chere 
were many Complaints exhibited of 
the illegal Violeacesrhat Bonner and'o- 
ther Butchers had committed, yer all 


theſe were ſbfled, and no Penal Laws 


were Enacted againſt thoſe of that Re 
ligion, The popiſh Clergy were in- 
deed turned oyr ; but :hey were well 
uſed, and had Penſions afligned them 3 
ſoready was the Queen and our Church 
to forgive what was paſt, and ro ſhew 
all Gentleneſs for the future, During 
the firſt thirteen Years of her Reign, 
matter went on calmly, without any 
lort of Severity on the accqunt of Reli» 
gion, Bur then. the, reſtleſs ſpirit of 
chat Party, began to throw the Natton 
into violent Convuliions. The - Pope 
depoſed the Queen, .and one of the 
Party had rhe lmpudence to poſt up the 
Bull in London ; upon this folowed ſe- 
yeral Rebellions, both in England and 

| Ircland, 


Feland, ad che Papiſts of both Ring - 
doms entred into Confederacies with 
che King of Sparn and che Court of Rome 
the Preifts diſpoſed all the people tha. 
depended on them, ro ſubmit to the 
Popes Autheriry in thar Diſpoſirion,and 

to rejef the Queens; Theſe endeavours » 
befides open Rebelion, produced many 

Secret Practices againſt her Life, All 

theſe things gave the rile to the ſevere 
Laws, which kegan not to be- enacted 

before the rwenneth year of her raign- 
A War was formed by the Bull of De- 
poſition, berween.,the Queen and. the 

Court of- Rome, ſo-it was a neceſſary 

Piece of PRrecaution,to decleare allftheſe 

to be Traitors who were the Mifliona. 

ries of that Authoricy which had ſtripr 

the Queen of hers : yet thoſe Laws were 

not executed upon ſome S: cular Prieſts 

who had the Honeſty to condemn the 

Depofing DoArine. As for the unhap- 

py Death of the Queen of Scatland,, it 

was brought on by the wicked PraQi- 

ces of her own Party, who fatally in- 

volved her in ſome vf them ;- She was 

but a Subje@ here in' England; and if 
the Queen took a niore Violent way, 

than w# decent'for her own Security, 

here was"no Diſloyalty nor Rebellionth 

the Church of England, which owed 

her no ſort of Allegeance* 


IV. I do not precend: that : the 
Church of England inas/4ny great cauſe 
ro:yalue her {clf upon ker Fidcliry ro 
King:Charlcs the Firſt, tho ogr Author 
. would have It pals for the only thing of 
which She can toaſt : for 1 confeſs, the 
cauſe. of the Churcli was ſo twiited with 
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the Kings, that Intereſt, qnd Duty went- 
rogerher :.tho* I will not go fo far as 
our Author, wha ſays, thar the Lavs of 
Nature di&ates to ,every Individual to 
fight in his owa Defence : This is tas 
bold a thing to be deliyer ed ſo .crude- 
by at this time. The Laws of Nature 
are perpetual,” can never, be cancelled 
by any ſpecial 'Law.: S9 if theſe. Gen- 
tlemen owa fo freely, that this is © 
Zaw of Nature, they had beſt take care 
not to provoke Nature too much, leſt 
She fly ro the Reliefethat this Law may 
give hey, unleſs ſhe is reſtrained by the 


Loyalty' of oeur Church Our Author 
values his Parry much upon "their Loy- * 


alty ro King Charles- the firſt : buc t- 
muſt take the Liberty ro ask him of 
wht Religion were the Irish Rebells ;. 
and what fort of zoyalty-was it, thar 
they ſhewed either in' the firft Maſ- 
ſacre,orin the progreſs of that Rebel- 
lion? Their:Meſſages ta the Pope # to 
the Court of France, and to the Duke: 
of Lorain, offering themſelves ro any of 
the fe, that would have undertaken to 
prote& them, are att>vf Loyalcy which. 


' the Church of England is no ways in 


clined to,follow : and the Authencioal 
Proofs of theſe things are-ready tro be 
produced, Nor need { add:to this, the 
hard terms thar chey offere1* ro the- 


King, and rheir ill uſage of thoſe whom. 


he1lmployed. | 1 .could like wile repreſs | 
the luſolence: of this Wricer, by tell 
ing himof theSlaviſh Submiſſions -char- 


their Party made rq Cromwel, both Fa- 


ther and ſon. As for their Adhering' 
to King Coarles the firſt, there is a pe- 
Culiar Bal-inels in our Authors A'llere-- 

On, 


-” 
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on, who ſays, thar they had no Hope 
ncr 1neereſt ini that Cauſe : The Stare of 
that Caure is nor ſo_quire forgot, but 
that, we do well remember what Cre- 
dit the Queen had with the King, and 
whar Hopes She gave the Party ;/ yer 
they did not fo entirely efpouſe the 
Rings Cauſe, bar char they had likewife 
a flying Squadron in the Parliaments, 
Army, how. boldly foeyer this may be 
denyed by our Author , for 'this | will 
givehim a proof, ghar is beyond excep- 
| rion, in a Decloation of that Kings, ſent 
tothe Kingdom of Scarland, baring dare 
- the 21 of April 1643. whichis, pripted 
over and over again, and as an Author 


that writes the Hiſtory - of the lace 


Wars, had aſſured us the clean draught 
of it, corre&ed in. ſome: places with 
the King's own Hand, is "yet extant , 
ſp. that it cannot be pretended, that 
this was orly a bold Afertion of ſome 
of the. Kings Miniſters, that might be 
ll afieged to their Party, In that De- 
claration the King _— ro poſſeſs his 
Subjeas of Scotland with the Jultice of 
his'Cauſe, and among other” things, to 
cfear himſelf of that Tmputation that 
he had an Army of Papiſts about him, 
after many things ſaid on that head, 
 theſe\words ere added : © Great rum- 
© hers of that Religion have been with 
© orear Alaccity entertained in that Re- 
£ hellious Army againſt us: and others 
© have been ſeduced, 'to whom we had 
© formerly denyed Imployments; as ap- 
© pears by the Examination of many 
© Priſoners, of wham we have taken 


<rwenty-and thirty ac a time of one- 


Troop or Company of that Religion. 


[ hope our Anther will not have the 
Impudence- ro difpute the Credit thac 
is'due to this Teſtimony + bur go Diſ- 
eoyeries, how evident ſoever they nay 
be, can affect ſome ſort of men ; that 
have a Secret againſt bluſhi1 g. 


V. Our Author exhorts us,ro charge , 


*obr Principles of Loyalcy, and rp take © 


-Example of our: Catholich Neighbours, 
how to behave our ſelves towards 2 


- Purice, that is nor of curPerfxafion : 


Bur would he have us learn of our 11if} 
Neighbours, o cur our Fellow Subjeas 
Threats ; and rebel againſt our Xing, 
becauſe he is of another Religion®? for 
that is the freſheſt Example that any of 
our Catholick Neighbours have ſer us : 
and therefore I do nor look (o far back, 
as to the Gunpowaer-plot, or the League 
of France in the laſt Age. He reproa- 
bhes us for failing in our Fidelity to our 
King. But in chis matter we appealto 
God, Angels and Men; ard in parci- 
cular to His Majeſty * Let our Enemies 
ſhew any one Point of our Duty, in 
which we have failed : for as we cat 
not 'be charged for havieg preachr any 
Seditious Do&rine, ſo we are not wan- 
ring in the Preaching of the Duties of 
Loyalty, even when we ſee what they 
are like to coſt us. The Point which 
he ſingles out is, That we have failed 
inxhar grateful Rerurn, that we owed 
his Mrjeſty for his Promiſe, of Main- 
raining oyr Church as it is Eſtabliſhed 
by Law 3 fince upon that we ought to 
have repealed the Savguinary Laws, 
and the late impious Teſts : the for- 
mer being enacted to maintain the U- 

: ſur- 


other being contrived to exclude the 
preſent King, We. have not failed to 
pay all the Gratirede aud Duty that was 
poflible, in return to His Majeſties Pro. 
miſe ;'which we have carried ſo far,that 
we are become the Obje& even of our 
Enemies Scorn by it. With all Humi. 
lity be It ſaid, chatif His Majeſty had 
Promiſed us a farther Degree of His 
Favour, than that of which the Law 
had aſſuered us, it might have becy 
expeRered, that our terurn ſhould have 
adepgree of Obedience beyond that 
Which was required by Law; ſo that the 
' return of the Obedience injoyned by 
Law, anſwers a Promiſe of a prote&i. 
on according to Law : yet we carricd 
this matter farther ; for as was ſet forth 
in the beginning of this paper, we 
went en in ſo high a pace of Compli- 
ance and Confidence, that we drew 
the cenſuecrs of the wholcsNartion on ns; 
nor could any Jealouiies or Fears give 
us the leaſt Apprehenſions, tell we were 
ſo hard preſſed in matters of Religion , 
that we conld be no longer ſilent ; The 
fame Apoſtle chat taught us ro Honoup 
the King, ſaid likewiſe, that we muſt 
obey God rarher than man. Our Au- 
thor knows the Hiſtory of our Zaws 1113 
for beſides wha has been aliready faid, 
rouching the Laws made by Queen E- 
lizaberh, the ſevereſt of our Penall 
Iaws, and that which troubles him 
and his friends moſt, was paft'by K, 
Fames after the Gurpoweer-plot 3 a 
rovocation t hut might have well Ju- 

ified cyen greater Severitiess But 
the our Anthor may hope to 1m- 
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\ urp ation of Queen Elizabeth; and the 


poſe on an Ignorant Reader, who may 
be apr to believe Implicity, what he 
ſays concerhing the Laws of the laſt 
Age, yet it was too bold for him to 
aſſert, that the Teſis, which are (© 
lately made, were contrived to exclude 
the preſent Ring : when there was nor 
a thought of Excluſion many Years 
after the firſt was made, and the Duke 
was accepred our of the ſecond by a 
ſpecial Proviſo. but rheſe Gentlemen 
will do well never to mention the 
Excluſion; for every time that it is 
named,it-will make people call to mind, 
the Service thar the Chureh offEngland 
did in that matter, and that will carry 
with ir a Reproach of Ingratitude that 
needs-not be aggravated. He alſo con- 
founds the two Teſts, as if that for. - 
publick lmployments, contained in it 
a Declaration of the Kings being an 1- 
dolaver, -or 4s he makes it, a Pagan . 
whichts not atall in it; bur in the 0 
cher for the Members ef Parliament, 
in which there is indeed a Declaration, 
that the Church of Rome is guitty of 
Idolatry 3 which is dere in general 
terms, without applying it "ro His Mas 
zefty, as'©ur Author does : Upcn this 
he woull infer, that h is Majeſty is. no+ 
ſafe rill theTeſts are taken away : bur 
we have give: ſuch Evidences of our 
Loyalty, that we have plainly ſhewed 
this ro be falſe, ſince we do openly de- 
clare, that our Duty ro-the King 1sno?: 
founded: on his being of this or thar 
Religion ; ſo that his 'Majeſty: has a full 
Security from our -Principles, tho the 
Teſts contiyne, ſince rhere is noreaſon 
that we, who'did run the hazari of be & 
K _ "xa 


4ng ruined by the Excluders, when the 
. Tide was. fo ſtrong againſt us, would 
ail his, Majeſty now, when our Intereſt 
and Duty are joyned together : but if 
the Teſts are taken away, it js certain 
_that- we can have no Severity any lon- 
ger ; for we hall be thenaid open ro 
the Violence of ſuch reſtleſs and iIt{-na 
ured men, as the Aurhor of this [Pap: r 
and his Brethren are. | 


VI. The ſame reaſon that made our 
Saviour refuſe to throw himſelf down 
from the Roof of the Temple, when 
"the. Devil tempted him to it, in the 
va'n Confidence, that Angels muſt be 
aſſiſtant to him to preſerve him, holds 
g-od in our Caſe, Our Saviour ſaid, 
Thou (halt not Tempt the Lord thy God: 
And we dare not truſt our ſelyes to 
the Faith and to the Mercics of a 
Society, that!is-but too well, known to 
the World, to prerend,. that we ſhould 
pull down our Pales, to let in ſuch 
Woives among us. 'God and the Laws 
hath -given us a legal Security, ahd 
His Majeſty has promiſed to maintain 

. us-jn--jt : and. we think it argues no 
Diſteuſt, cicher of God, or. the. Truch 
of our Religion, to: ſay, that we can- 
wot by any A& of our own, lay our 
{elves open, and throw away that De- 
fenee, Nor would we willingly expoſe 
his. Majeſty to the unwearied Solicita- 
tions of a ſort of,men, who, if we 
may Judge ef, that which 1s to come, 
by chat which is paſt, would gire him 
no reſt, if once the Reſtraints of Law 
were taken off, but would drive mat- 
&crs to thoſe Extremiries , to, which 
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we fee their. Natures carry them head- 
long. 


VII, The laſt Paragraph is a ſtrain 
worchy of that School that bred our 
Author z he ſays, * His Majeſty may 
© withdraw his Royal ProteRjou from 
© the Church' of England which was 
* promiſed her, upon the account of 
© her conftant Fidelity , and he brings 
no other Proof to confirm ſo bold an 
'Aﬀertien but a falſe axiome of char 
defpiied Philoſophy, in which he was. 
bred : Ceſſunte canſa tollirur Effetus 
This is indeed ſuch an trdigrity ro Hi, 
Majefty, that 1 preſume to ay it with 
all humble ' Reverence, theſe are the 
faſt perſons whom he ought to pardon, 
that have the Boldnefs to touch fo fa. 
cred a point as the Faith of a Prince, 
which is ' the chief Security of Go- 
vernment, and the Foundation of all 
the Confidence that a Prince can pro- 
miſe himſelf ' from his People, and 
which, once blaſted, can never be re. 
covered : Equivoearions may be both 
taught and praftiſed wich leſs danger 
by an Order that has little Credit to 
loſe ; but nothing can ſhake Throres 
fo much, as ſuch treacherous Maxims 
I muſt alſo ask our Author, in what 
point of Fidelity has our Church failed 
ſo far, as to make her forfeir her 
Title to His Majeſties Promiſes ? 
for a3 he himielf has ſtated this 
matter, it comes all to this. The 
King_promilſectthar he would maintain 
the Church of England as Eſtabliſhed 
by Law. Upon which in Gratitude 
he ſays, that the Church of England 
w 


was bound to throw up the Chief Se- 
curity that ſhe had in her Eſtabliſh- 
ment by Law ; which is, that all who 
are incruſted either with the Legiſla- 


eive or the executive Parts of our Go- 


vernment,, muſt be of her Communi- 
on and if the Church of England js 
not ſo Tame and ſo Submiſſive, as to 
part with This, then the King is free 
from his Promiſe, and may withdraw 
his Rayal ProteQiion 3 though 1 nwſt 
crave leave to tell him, that the Zaws 
gave the Church of England a Right to 
char ProreQion, wherher His Majeſty 
chad promiſed it or nor. 

Of all the Maxims in the World, 
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there is none more hurtful to the Go 
vernment, in our preſent Circumſtan- * 
ces, than the ſaying, that the Kings 
Promiſes and the Peoples Fidelity 
ought to be Reciprocal ; and that a Fai- 
lu-e in the one, cuts off the other . 
for by a very natural conſequence the 
SubjeF [may likewiſe ſay,that their0arhy 
vf Allegeance being founded on theATu- 
rance of His Majeſties ProteQion, the 
One binds no longer than the 0. 
thir is obſerved ; and the Inferences 
that may be drawn from hence will be 
yery terrible, if the Loyalty of the ſos 
mueh decryed Church of England, does 
nor Put a ſtop to them, 
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A LETTER, containirg ſome Remarks on the Two Papers, writ by fis late 
Maj: ſty Kir.g Charles the Second, concerning Religion, 


SIR, 

Thank you for the two Royal Papers, 
| thar you have ſenr me ; Thad heard 
of them before, but now wc have 
them { well..tteſted , that there 15 no 
hazard of being deceive by a falſe Co- 
py : you expe thar in rerurn,, T ſhould 
| ler yor know, wha: Impreflion they have 
made upon me. I pay all the reverence 
that is due to a Crownd Heal, even in 
Athes; to which I will never be want- 
irg : far l:ſsam | capable of ſuſpeing 
the Royal Arttcſtarion thar accompitnies 
then; of the truth ef which take it-for 
granred no man doubts ; butt 7 muſt crave 
leave torell you, tharTam confident , 
the lare King only copied them, and. thar 
they are-nor of his Compoſing : for as 
they have nothirg of thar free Air,'wich 
which he expreſſed himſclf; fo there is 
.a Centexrure in themythat does not look 
Ike a Prince; and the beginning of the 
firſt ſhewes it was the effect of a Conver- 
farion, and was to be communicared to 
another : ſothat 7 am apt te think rhey 
were Compoſed by ano.her , and wefe 
ſo well r&liſhed by the late King, that he 
thoughr fic ro:keep them,.in order to his 
examining them mere particularly : and 
that he was prevailed with to Copy them 
leſt a Paper of that nature might have 
been wade a Crime,if it had been found 
abour him writen by arother hand : and 
1 could name one or two Perſons , who 
as they were able eno.gh 'ro Compoſe 
 Cuch Papers, fo had power enough over 
his Spirit to engage him ro Copy them, 
' and to put themſelves out of dapger by 

reſtoring the Original. 
You oughc to addreſs novr ſelf ro the 
Learned Drvines of our-Curch , for an 


arſwer to ſuch {things in them as puz2le 
you, gnd not to one that has not. rhe 
honour ts be of that Body , and that has 
now carried a Sword for ſome time, and 
1m;loys the leaiure thatat any time he 
enjoyes,rather in Philoſophical and Ma- 
thematical Enquiries than in matters of 
Conrraverſie, There . is indeed one 
Conſideration that determined'me mote 
eaſily ro comply with your defires,which 
1s, niy having had the honour ro dit- 
courſe copiouſly of thoſe matrers with 
the Jate King himſelf: and he having 
propoſed to me ſome of the particulars 
that T find in thoſe Papers, and I having 
ſaid ſeveral things to him, 1n anſwer to 
thoſe Heads , which he cfered ro me 
only as Objettions, with which he ſeemed 
fu'ly ſatisfied, 1am the more willing to 
communicate to you, that which I rook 
the liberty to lay before His late Majeſty 
on ſeveral cccaſions : the particulars on 
which he irfiſted indiſcourſe with me, 
were the * uſeleſsnefs of a Law withour 
* a Judge, and the neceſlity of an infal- 
* ltble Tribunal to derermine Controver- 
« fies ro which he added,the many Seas 
©*chat were in England, which ſecmed 
* to be a neceflary conſequence. of the 
* Liberty that every one took to inter- 
< prer the Scriptures : and he ofren re- 
*« peated thar of the Church of Englands 
* - arguing , ſrcm che obligation to obey 
* che Church againſt the SeQaries,which 
6 he thought was of no force, unleſs 
* they aliowed more Authority to the 
* Church then they ſeemed willing ro 
*almir, in their Diſputes with this 
* Church of. Rome. But upon the 
whole Matter 7 wiil offer you ſome Res» 

&' flegions, 


DOD Ao 


fl:&ions , that will, I hope , be of as 
great weight with you, as they are with 
my ſelf. 
I. All Arguments that prove upot; 
ſuch general Cor:fJerations., that there 
ovght to be an {n{allible ' Judge named 
by Chr:ift, and clothed with his Author- 
ity, ſignify nothing, unleſs It can be 
ſhewed us, in what Texts of Scyipture 
that nomination 1s to be found ; and tijl 
that 1s fhewed, they are only Arguments 
bropght to prove that Chriſt ought ro have 
done (ormewhat that he has not dane. So 
theſe are in «ff:& ſo many Arguments a- 
gainſt Chriſt, unleſs ir appears that he 
Has Authoriſed ſech a Judge:: therefore 
the right way to end this diſpute, 1s, 'to 
| ſhew. where ſuch a Conſtirution 1s an- 
' thoriſed : So that the moſt that can be 
made ef this is, that it amounts to a 
favourable preſumption. o 
Ti. It is a'very unreaſonable thing for 
us to f{ ry Preſumptions, of whart 1s, or 
ought ro te, from Taconveniences thar 
do ariſe, in caſe that ſic}; things are got]: 
for we may carry this fo far, that it will 
note eafjc to ſtop is. [r ſeems more 
ſurable ro the infinite Goodnets of God, 
#0 communicate te knowledge of him- 
ſelf ro all mankird, ind co furnith every 
'Man wich ſuch aſſiſtances as will certain: 
Iy prevail over hinj. Ic ſeems alſo rea- 
onable to think, rhar fo perfe& a Savi- 
our as Jeſus Chriſt was, ſhould have 
fhewed rs a certain Way , and er coii- 
Went with the free Uſe of ourFaculries, 
of avoiding all fin : nor is it very eaſy;to 
imagine, 'chat it ſhould be a reproach oq 
his G ſpe, if there is nor an Tofallible 
Preferv:tive cgainft Ecrour , when It is 
acknowledged, rhat there is no infalith- 
le Preſeryative againſt fin :. for It is cer- 
tain, thac the one Damns us more Infal- 
bly, rhan the_other. : 
IT. Since prefumprtions are ſo much 
-wſfiſtcd on, to prove whar things muſt 
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be appointed by Chriſt ; it i; tc be con-- 
ſidere:!, that jt is alfo a reaſcnable Pre» 
ſecmprion, that if ſucha Court was ap- 
pointed by him, it muſt he done in ſuch 
plain terms rhat there can be rio room to 
veſtion rhe meaning of them : and 

"wa this is the hizge vpon which all o- 
ther matters turn, 1t ought to be exprele 
ſed fo particularly,-in whom it is veſted, 
thar there ſhould be no occaſion given 
to diſpute, whether it is 1n one Man or 
in a Bedy ; andif in a Body, whether 
in the Majority, or in the two thirds, or 
in the who!eBody niavimcuſly agreeing; 
in ſhort, tke Chicf thing in all Gcvern-. 
ments being the Nature a: d Power c£ 
the Judges , thoſe are always diſtinfily 
ſpecified 3 and cherefore if theſe thirgs 
are not ſpecified in the Scriptures ; ic 15 
at leaſt a ftrong Preſumption,char Chriſt 
did not interd to authoriſe ſ ch Judces. 

IV. Thcre were ſeveral Controve: firs 
raiſed among the Churches to which the 
Apoſtles writ, as appears by the Epiſties 
to the Romans, Corinthians , Ga atians 
and Coloſflians, yer the Apcſil:s rever 
make uſe of thoſe paſſages thac :re pre- 
tended for this Authority to put an end ' 
to theſe Controverſies; which 1s a ſhrewd 
Preſumption, that they did nor under- 
Nand them in that ſenſe in which the 
C:;urch of Rome does now take them. 
Nor does Str, Paul jn the direcians that 
he gives to. Church-men in his Epiſtles 
ro Timothy and Titus, ree;on tliis of tube 
mitting to the direQjons of. the Church 
for ene, which he couid noc have omict- 
ed, if chis be the tree meaning of rhoe 
diſputed paſſages : and yer he has .nor 
on? w-rd ſoundirg that way ,, which is 
very diſte; cur from the direftioxs which 
on: pcilefled with rhe preſent, view chat 
the Cliurch of Rome has of this matter 
mult aceds have givcn, 

V. There are fome things very. ex- 
presly taught 1n the N, ur luch. 
: as 
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-us the rules of a grad Life, the Uſe of the 
Sacraments, the addreſſing our ſelves to God, 
for Mercy and Grece, thro: the Sacrifice 
chat Cirift offered for us ca the Cres, 
and the worſbipping him -s God, the 
Death, Returrection and Aſcenriou of 
Feſus Chri/t, the ReſurreR&ion of our Bo- 
dies anil Life Everiaiting : by which 
it 15 apparent. Cat we are fer beyon.l 
dou" in thoſe matters ; if tl;en there 
are orher paſſages more obicure concer- 
ning ocher mact: rs, w2 muſt conclude, 
that gfe are nor of char Conſequence, 
eih#we they wouid have been a> platr- 
ly revealed as ochters ace 3 bat above all, 
if che Auchoriy of the Church is-delives 
red co us in dijputable terms, chat is 2 juſt 
prejudice againſt ir, firce it is a rhing 
ef ſuch Confetluence, thac ir ought ro 
have been revealed in a way ſo very 
clear and paſt all diſpure, ; 


'VI. If it is a-Preſumptzon for particu- 
' lar Perſons ro judge concerning Relizzon, 
which muit be ſtill referred to the Prieſts 
and other Gyides in ſacred matters, this 
is a good Argument to oblige all Nations 
to continue in the Eſtabliſhed Religion, 
whatever ir may happen to be-; and a- 
bove a'l others, -ir was a convineing 
Argument in-the Mouths of the Fews 
' againſt our Savizwur. He pretended to be 
the Meſſtas, and proved jt both by the 
propheſies that were accompliſhed in-him, 
and by rhe- Miracles that he wrought : 
as for the Propheſtes, the Reaſons urged 
by the Church of Rom? will conclude 
much ſtronger, that ſuch- dark paſſages 
as thoſe of the Prophets were, ought 
nor to be icttrpreted by paritcutar Per- 
ſons, bur thac the Expoin:ion of tFe'e 
muſt be referred to the Prisfts and S:n- 
hedrin, ic being expreſly provided in ih:ir 
law (Deuc. 17. 8 ) That when Contro- 
werſies aroſe, concerning any Cauſe that was 
te9 intricate, they were t» go to the place 
which God (hald chooſe, ard to the Prieſts 
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of the Tribe of Leul, and to the Fudge 
thoſe days, and rhat they were to declare 
what was right, and to their d:ciſion all were 
obliged bs ſubmit, under pain of Death : Sg 
th2: by this ic appears, that the Prieſts in 
the Fewiſh Religion were authoriſed in ſo 
extraordinary a manner, thart I dare ſay, 
the Church of Ro»ne would not with for 
a more formal Teſtimony on her behalf > 
As f:r our Sawiours Miracles, theſe were 
nor ſafficient neirher,- unleſs his Do&rine 
was firſt found co be good: fince Moſes 
ha expreſly warned the people (Deut. 
13.1.) That if a Prophet cam? and taught 
them to follow after ather Gads, they were 
not to obey him. thy he wrought Miracles to 
prove bis Miſſion, but were to put him to 
Death : So a Few ſaying, that Chrift,by 
making himſelf one with his Father, 
brough: In thk worſhip of anocher God, 
mizhcwell prerend that he was not ebliz'd 
ro yield to the authoricy of our Saviours 
Miracles, without taking cognilance of 
Iits DoJrine, and of the Prophefies con- 
cerning the Meſſizs, and in a word,of the 
whole matrer. So rhar, if theſe Reaſon- 
ings are now good againſt rhe Reformati- 
on, they were as ſtrong inthe mouths of 
the 7:-ws againſt our Seaview: and-from 
hence we ſee, that the authority that 
ſeems to be given by Moſes ro the Prieſts, 
maſt he underſtood wich ſome Reflri&i- 
ons; "firce we noronlyfind the prophets, 
nd Zerem; in parcicular, oppofing them- 
ſelves :o the whale body of them, bur 
we ſee likewiſe, that for ſome confide- 
rable time before our Savigur's d1ys,nat. - 
only many 4ll-grounded Traditions had 
got in among them, by which che vtgor. 
of rhe moral law was much enervared, 
but likewi'e they were univerſally poſ- 
ſee with a faiſe notioa of their Meſ-' 
ſfias ; ſo that even the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves had nut quite fhaken off thoſe pre» 
judices at the rime of our Saviour*s Af. 
cen:ion, So that here a Church, thac 
was ſti!] the Church of God, that _ 

the 


the appointed means of the Expiatiens 

of their ſins,by their Sacrifices and Waſh- 
angh, as well as by their Circumciſion, 
was. yet under great and fetal Errors, 
from which particular perſons had no way 
x9 extricate themfelves, but by exami- 
ning the Dcarine andTexts of Scripture, 
and by judging of them according ro 
the Evidence of Truth, and the force 
apd freedom of their Facukies, 

VIE. It ſeems Evident, that the paſ- 
fage ( Tell the Church belongs only ro 
the reconciling of Differences: that of bind- 
ing and loſing, according to the ut of 
thoſe terms among the Fews ſignifies 
only av Authority that was given to the 
Apoſtles, of giving precepts, by which 
men were to be obliged tre ſuch Duries, 
ar ſerat liberty from them : and ( the 
gates of Hell not prevailing againſt the 
Chuzch) ſignifies only, thar the Chriſtian 
Religion was never to.come to an end, 
or to perith :: and that of (Chriſfts being 
with the Apoſtles to the end of rbe world ) 
imports only a ſpecial condu@t ard pro- 
te&ion which the Church may always ex- 
pe bur as the promiſe, 1 will nor Jeave 

ee nor forſake thee ; tha: belongs to 
every Chriſtian, docs not import an In- 
fallbility's no more does the other, And 
for thoſe paſſages concerning (the ſpirit of 
God that- archer all rbinge It is plain, 
that in them St, Par! is treating of the 
divine Inſpiration, by which the Chriſtian 
Religion was then opcned to the world , 
which he ſers in oppoſition to the wiſdom 
or philoſophy of the Grecks ; ſo that as 
all thoſe paſſages come ſhorr of proving 
thar for which they are alledged, it mu 
at laſt be acknowledged, that they have 
not an Evidence great enough to prove 
ſo important a truth, as ſome would e- 
vince by them ; fince "cis a matter of 
ſuch vaſt conſequence,thart the proofs fer 
it muſt have an undemable Evidence. 
VIII. In the matters of Religion two 
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thingsare to be confidered, firſt, rhe d4c- 
count:xhar we muſt give to Got, and the 
Rewards that we expe&t from him : and 
in this every man muſt anſwer tor the ſin- 
cerity of his heart, in examining divine 
Matrers, and the following what ( upon 
the beſt Erquiries that oac couid make) 
appeared to be tr. e: and wich relation 
to this, rhere is no need of a Judge : for 
tn that Great Day every one muſt anſwer 
te God according to the Talents that he 
had. and all will be ſaved 2ccording te 
their ſincerity ; and with relation to that 
judgment, there is no need of any other 
jadge but God, A ſecond view cf Rrl7- 
gion, is as it #s a Body united together, 
and by conſcquence brought under tome 
Regulation : and as in all States, there 
arc ſubalrerne ge in whoſe deciſi- 
ons all muſt at leaſt acquieſce, tho they 
are not infallible, there being ſtill a ſorr 


| of anapperl ro be made to the Sovercign 


or the ſupream legiſlative Body ; ſo the 
Church has a ſubalterne JuriſdiQion, tur 
as the authority of inferiour Judges is 
ſtill regulated, anJ none but the Legiſ}4- 
tors themſelves have an Authority equal - 
ro the Law; ſo ir # not neceſſary for 
the preſervation of Peace and Order, 
rkat the Deciſions of the Church ſhout 
be infallible , or of equal Authority with 
the Scriptures. If Judges do ſ@ manifeſt- 
ly abuſe their Authority, that they. fall 
into Rebellon and Treaſon, the SubjeRs 
are no more bound to conſider them ; 
bur are ebliged te reſiſt them, and -ro 
maintain their obedience to their Soye- 
rajgn ; tho in other matters their Judg- 


ment nuuſt take place, cill they are re- 


verſed by the Sovereign. The caſe of 
Religion being then this, That Zeſins Chriſt 
is the Soverergn of the Church ; the Af- 
ſem bly of the Paſtars is only a ſubalterae 
Judge: if they manifeſtly oppoſe them- 
{ſelves ro the Screptures, which is the 
Law of Chriſtians, particular perſons may 
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be ſuppaſed as competent 7ulger of 
thar, as in civil Matters they ma 

be cf the Rebeliion of the Judges, anc 

in that caſe they are bound ſtill to 
mair.tain their Oyedience to [eſus Chriſt. 
In matrers indifferent, Chriſtians are 
bound, for the prefervation of Peace $& 
Unity, to acquieſce in the Deciſions of 
the Church, and in Matters juſtly doube- 
ful, or of ſmall Conſequence, tho they 
are convinced thar the Paſtors have er- 
red, yet they are obliged to be filent, 
and to bear tolerable things rather than 
make a Breach bur if ir # vifh»le, that rhe 
P.1ſtors doRebel againſt the Sovereign of the 
Church, mean Chriſt,the people may put 
in their Appeal to thar great Tolge and 
there -it muſt lie. If che Church did uſe 
this Authority witch due Diſcretion, and 
the people followed the rules that I have 
named wich humility and modeſty,there 
would be no great danger of many Di- 
viſions ; bur this js the great Secret of 


the providence of God ,that men are ſtill. 


men, and both Paſtors and People-mix 
their Paſfions and intereſts ſo with mart- 
rers of Religion, that as there ts a great 
deal of fin and vice ſtill jn the WorlJ, 
ſo thar appears in the Matters of Religi 

on as well as in otiter things : bur the 
ill Conſequences of this; tho they are 
bad enough, yet are not equal Effeds 
that ignorant Superſtition, and obedient 
Zeal have produced in the World, Wirt- 
neſs the Rebellisns and Wars for eſtablifh- 
ing the Worſhip of Images ; the Crorſ- 
ſades againſt the Saracens, in which ma- 
* ny millions were loft ; thoſe againſt He- 
rericks,and Princes depoſed byPepcs,w#191 
laſted for ſome Ages ; and the Mafacre 
of Paris, with the' Butcheries of the 
Duke of Alvain tle laſt Ape, and that 
of Treland in this: winch are, | juppoſ e 
far greater Miſchiets than any that can be 
Imagined to ariic out of a (ma!) Diverſ:- 
of Opiniens ; and the preſent Srace of this 
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Church,notwithſtanding all thaſe unhap* 
py Rents that are in it, is a much more 
deſirable thing, than the groſs Ignorence 
and blind Superſtirion thar reigns in Ita- 
ly and Spain at th's day. 

IX. All theſe reaſonings concerning 
the Infallibjlty of che Church ſignify no- 
thing , unleſs we can certainly fknow , 
whither we muſt go for chis Decifion: for 
while one Party ſhewes us. ther it muft 
be in the Pope, or is no where , and an- 
other Party fayes it Cannot be in the 
Pope, becauſe as many Popes have erred, 
ſo this is a Do&rine that-was not khown 
in the Church for a thoufand Years, and 
that has been diſputed ever ſince it was 
frſt aſſerted, we are in the right to be- 
lieve both fides 3 firſt, that tf ir is nor 
In the Pope, it is ne where; and than, 
that certatnly tt is not in the Pope 3 and 
it1s very Incongruous-to fay, that there 
15 an Infallible Authority in the Church, 
and that yet it 1s not certain where one 
muſt feek for it; for the one ongee to be 
as clear as the other ; and iris alſo plain, 
that what Primacy fo ever St," Peter may 
be fuppeſcd ro have had, rhe Scripture 
fayes not one word of his Succeffers ar 
Rome ; ſo at leaſt this 15 not ſo clear, as a 
marter of this Conſequence .muſt have 
been, if Chrift had intended to have 
lodged fuch an Authority in that See. , 

X. It is no leſs Incongruaus to ſay, 
char this Infallibility is in a GeneralCoun- 
cil: for it muſt be ſomewhere elſe, 0- 
cherwiſe it will return onlyto the;Church 
by ſome Starts, and after leng inter- 
vals* and as it was not in the Church, 
for the firſt 320 years,ſq it has not been 
tn the Church ckeie laſt 120 years. It 
is plain alſo, thar there 15.no Regulation 
given in the Scriptures; concerning this 
great Afembly, who have a right to 
come and Vote, and what forteit> this 
right, and what numbers muſt concur in 
a Deciſion, to aſſure us of rhe —— 
M} (t 
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f the Judgment. It: is certain, there 
Was. never a General Council of . all the 
Paſtors .of che Church : for thoſe of 
Which we have the Aas, were only the 
Conncils of the Roman Empire, but for 
. thoſe Churches, that were in the Sourh 
'of Africk, or the Kaſtern Parts of Aſi, 
beyond the buunds of the Roman Em- 
Pire, as they could not be ſummoned by 
.the.Emperours Autherity, ſo it is certain 
.none of them were preſent : unleſs one 
. ,or twoof Perſiaar Nice, winch perhaps 


was a Corner of Perſia belonging to the - 


Empire ; and unleſs it-can'be proved, 


that the Pope has an Abſolute Authoricy | 


ro.cut off whole Churches from their 
Tight of coming to Councils., there has 
been no General Council theſe laſt 500 
years in the World, ever fince the Biſh- 
ops of Rame have excommunicated all 
#he. Greek Churches upon ſuch trifling 
reaſons, thar thcir own Writers are now 
aſhamed of them ; and I will ask'no 
more of a Man of a Competent under- 
ſtanding, to ſatisfy him that the Coun- 
cil of Trent was no General Council, a&- 
Ing in that Ereedom that became Biſh- 
_ops,-thanthar he will be at che pains ro 
read Card. Pallavicins Hiſtory :of that 
Couneil.. _._. 
.. XL. If it is ſaid, that this Infallibilicy 
js to be ſought for in the Tradition of 
th: DoArinemn all Ages, and that every 
articular Perſon. muſt examine rhis : 


ere jsa Sca before him, and- inſtead of - 


examining the ſmall! Book of the N. 
\ Teſtament . he is involved in a ftu.ly 
that muſt coſt a Man an Age to go thro 
It ; and many of the Ages, thro which 
he carries this Enquiry, are fo dark, and 
have produced ſo few Writers, at leaſt 
ſe few arc preſerved to our dayes , thac 
it is not poſſible to find out their belief. 
We find alfo Traditions have varied ſo 
much that it is hard to ſay that there 15 
much weight to be laid on this way of 


Conveyance. A Tradition eoncerning 
Matters of Fa& thar ail People (ce, is 
lefs apt to fail than a Tradition of Points 
of Speculation ; and yct we fee very 
ner che ge of the Aroſties, contrary 
Traditions couching the Obſervacion of 
Eaſter, trom which we muſt conclude,thar 
either the: Martcer of Fa& of one fide, or 
the ocher, as it was handed dewsn, was - 
not true,or at leaft that ic was not rightly 
underftood. A Tradiri:n concerning the 
Llie of the Sacraments, being a _vitible 
thing, is more likely ro be exa, than a 
Specufation concerning their nature 3 
and yer we find a. Tradicion of giving In- 
farts ihe Communion, grout:ded on oy 
indiſpenfible neceflity of the Sacrament, 
continued 1000. years 10 the. Church, A 
Tradition on which the Chriſtians foun- 
ded their Joy and Hope, is lels like ro be 
changed, than a more remote Specula- 
tion, and yer the firt Wricers of the 
Chriſtian Religion had a Tradition kan- 
ded down to them by theſe who ſaw the 
Apoſtles, of tue Reign of Chriſt for a 
Thoufand Years upon Earth ; and 'if 
thoſe who had M-tters art ſecond hand 
from the Apoſtles, could be chus.miſta- 
ken, it is tnore reaſonable to apprehend 
greaceer Errors at ſuch a.diſtance. A Tra- 
1tion conceroing the Book of the Scrip- 
tyres is more like to be exadt, . than the 
Expoſition of ſome paſlages in it; and 
yer we find the Church d:d uraimouſly 
bel.eve the Travflation of the 70. Inter- 
prerers to have been the cffc& of a mi- 
raculous Inſpiration. till S. Zereme exa- 
mixed this matrer better, and made a 
New Trandfation from the Hebrew'Co- 
pies. Bur which is more c!:cu ali the reſt, 
It ſeems plain, that the Fathers before 
the Councii of Nice believed rhe Divi- 
nity of rhe S071 of Got ro be in ſome 
ſor: Inferjour to thar of the Father, and 
for ſome Ages afcer tie Council of Nice, 
they telieved them indeed borh equal, 
bur 


bur chey confidered theſe as two diffe- 
rent Beings, and only one in Efſence, as, 
three men have the ſame humane Na- 
ture in common among them 3 and that 
as one Candle Jghts another, to the one 
flowed from another; and after the 
Fifch Century the Doarine of one [nvi- 
dual Efſence was received, If you will 
be farther informed concerning this, 
Father Petau will ſacisfie you as to the 
firſt Period before che Council of Nice, 
and the learned Dr. Cudweyth as te the 
ſecond. 
pears, how variable a Thing Tralition 
15s. And upon the whole Martcer, the ex- 
amining Tradition thus: is ſtill a ſearch- 
ing amoag Books, aad here is no living 
Judge. 
Xil, If then the Authority that muſt 
decide Controverſies, lies in rhe Body 
of the Paſtors ſcattered over the World, 
which is the laſt rerrenchment, here as 
many and as great Scruples will ariſe, as 
we fo.:nd in any of che former Heads, 
Two. difficul:ics appear ar firſt view, the 
one iz, How can we be affured that the 
preſent Paſtors of the Church are de- 
rived in a juſt Sacceſſion from the Apo- 
ſtles : rhere are no Regiſters excant'chat 
prove this : So that we have nothing for 
it bur ſoms Hiſtories, that are ſo care- 
lefly writ, thac we find many miſtages 
in them in other Marter ; and they are 
ſo differ2n: in the very firit links ef chat 
Chain, chat immediare!y ſucceeded the 
Apotes rhat che utmoſt can be made 
of chis is, that here is an Hiſtorica! Re- 


" lation fomewhar doubtful ; bur here is 


nothing to found our Faith ori: fo thar 
if a Succeſſivn from rae Apoſtles tins s, 
is neceflary to the Comſtitution of thar 
Church, re witch we muſt ſubmic our 
ſeives, we know nor where to find it : 
beſides thar, rhe D:&rine of the necel- 
ſry of rhe Tateuction of the Miniſter to 
the Validity of a Sacrament, throws as 
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In all which particulars ic ap-. 


into inextricable difficulcies. I know 
they generally ſay, thac by the Turengj- 
on they do not mean the inward Adts of 
the Miniſter of the Sacrament, but only 
that it muſt appear by his outward de- 
portment, thar he is in earneſt going 
abour a Sacrament, aud not doing athing 
in jcſt ; and this appeared ſo reaſonable 
ro me, thac | was iorry to find our Di- * 
vines urge it roo much: rill turning 
over the Rubricks rhatare at the begin- 
ning of the Miffal, 1 found upon rhe 
head of the Intention of the Miniſter, 
that if a Przeſt has a Number of H»ſtiar 
befere him to be conſecrared, and in- 
trends to conſecrate them all, excepr 
one, in char caſe that Vagrant exception 
falls upon them all : it nor being affixed 
ro any one; and it is defined that he 
conſecrates none ar all. Here it is plain, 
rhat the ſecrer AFs of a Prieſt can de-. 
fear the Sacrament : ſo this overrhrows 
all certainty concerning a Succeſſion : 
But beſides all this, we are ſure, thar 
the Greek Churches have a much more 
unconteſted Succeſlien than the Latznes : 
Sq that a Succeflion cannot dire@& us. 
And if it 1s neceffary to ſeek our the 
Dodrines that are univerſally received, 
this is not paſſtHle for a private Mn to 
know, So that in ignorant Countries, 


. where there is little Study, che people 


have n3 other cercaiaty concerning their 
Religion, but what chey tzke Tom their 
Curate and Canfeflor : fince they cannor: 
examine what is g-ne-ally recer ed, Sg 
that ir muſt be confcſied rhat all rhe Ar- 
uments tha: are brouphr for rhe nere(- 

icy of a conſtint Tnfall:bl» Fudge, rurn 
291inſt al} chofe of the Church of Rome, 
that do not :zsctnowledge the Infalltbili- 
ty at rhe Pope : for it he 15 not infallible, 
they have no och'r Fadge, that can pre- 
tend t5 it, It were 2lfo eafic ro ſhew, 
thar ſome Doftcins have been :5 Un ver- 
ſally reccived in forme Ages, as they 
have 


have been reje&ted in others; - which 
ſhews, thatthe Doarine of the preſent 
Church js nor always a ſure meaſure. 
For five Apes frogether, the Dcarine 
of the Popes Power to depoſe Herctical 
Princes Was received withour the leaſt 
WM jon : and this cannot be doubr- 

by any that knows what has been the 
State of the Church fince the End of 
the eleventh Century : ard yer | believe 
few Princes would allow this, rnotwith- 
ſanding all the concurring authority 
of ſo many Apes to fortifie it. 1 could 
earry this irito a great many other Inſtan- 
ces, bur 1 fingle out this becauſe ir is a 
poiyt in which princes are naturally ex- 
tream ſerfible, 

Upon the whole Matter, it can never 
enter into wy mind, that God, who has 
made Mat a Creature, that naturally eti- 

Juires and reaſons, and that feels as ſen- 
Thle a pleaſure when he cab give him- 
ſelf a good account of his ations, as one 
that ſees, does perceive jn compariſon 
ro a blind man that is led about; and 
that this Ged rhat has alſo made Reli- 
g'on on deſign to perfe&t this Humane 
Nature, ard. to raiſe ir to the urmeſt 
height to which jr can arrive, has con- 
trived ir to be dark, and to be ſ@ much 
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beyord the peperration of our Faculries, 
that w2 cannot find out his mind in 
thoſe things that are neceflary for our 
Salvation : and tiat rhe Scriprares, that 
were writ by plain wen, in a very {a+ 
miliar ſtile,and addreft withovr any dif- 
Trimination to the Vuigar, ſhoild be- 
come ſuch an IO Book in 
eheſe Ages, that we muſt have an infal- 
lible Fudge to expound it ; and when [ 
fee not only Popes, tuc even forme Bye 
dies that paſs for. Genera! Councils, have 
ſo expounded matey paſſages of it, and 
have wrefted them fo viſibly, that none 
of the modern Wricers of that Church 

retend to cxcuſe ir, 1 ſay.l muſt free- 
y ewn to Yeu, thar when | fird that T 
need a Commentory on dark paſſages, 
theſe will be the laſt perfons ro whom I 
will addreſs my felt for it. Thus you 
ſee how fully | have opered my mind 
to you in this mattter_; I have gone 0- 
ver a great deal of ground in as few 
words as is poſliyle, becauſe hints [ 
know are enough for you ; I thank God, 
theſe Conſiderations do fully ſatisſie me, 
and 7 will be infinicely joyed, if they 
have the ſame eftcQ on you. 


I am yours. 


"I His Letter came to London with the retirn of che firſt Poſt after his late Ma. 
- Jeſties Papers were ſent inro the Countrey ; ſome that faw it, liked it well, 
and withed it to have it publick. and the rather, becauſe the Wricer did nor fo 


entirely confine himſelf to the Reaſons that were in thoſe Papers , but rock the 
whole Controverſy to tack in a little compaſs, and yet with a great variety of Re- 
fle&ions. - And this way of examining the whole matter, without following thoſe 
Papers word for word, or the finding more fau!t than the common concern of this 
Cauſe required, ſeemed more agreeing to the reſpe& that is due to the Dead, 
and more particularly ro the Memery of ſo great a Prince ; but orher Confide- 
rations made jt nor ſo eafie nor fo adviſcable ro procure a Licenſe for the een, 
this Letter. it has been kept in pyſvare hands till now ; thoſe who have boaftec 
much. of the Shortneſs of the late Kings Papers, and of the length of the Anſwers 
that have been made to them, will not ficd ſo grear a diſproportion betweeen 
them and this Anſwer to thern. | 
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The Citation of Githert Burnet, D. D. To Agſwor in Scotland ar the 25H, June, 
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0'd Stile, far High Treaſon : Foget her with his Anſwer 3,ond Three Letters, wrig 
. by him, upon that Subje#t, to the Right Minorable the Earl of Midteroune, bis 


Majefſties Secretary of State. 
Know the Diſadvantages of plead- 
I ing ones Innocence, eſpecially 
when he is proſecuted at the ſuir 
ef his Narural Prince, ro whom he 


ares. ſo profound a. Duty ; atid. this. has 
kept me 6 long ina, retp<Rful ſilence, . 


afrer 1 had ſeen my Name in ſo many 


Gaxettes, afperſed with the blackeſt of 
alt Crimes : bur rhere is both a _ 


t6 be ſilent, and a time to ſpeak : an; 
as hirherto I have kept my (elf within 
the bounds of the one, fol do now 
take the Liberty which the other al- 
lows me 2 hut I was not hitherto ſior 
where. I ought r@ ſpeak; for. I hare 
made many humble Addreſſes. to His 
Majeſty by-the Earl of Midleroaune his 
Secretary. of State 3 hoping that. my 
Innocence, jeyned with-my muſt hum- 
ble Duty, would have broke through 
all thoſe Prejudices and falſe Informa- 
tions, with which my Enemies had 
Poſſefſed His Majeſty againſt me. 


Upon the firſt Notice thar I had of 
His Majeſties having writ to the Privy- 
Council in Scotland, orderivg Proceſs 
to be iſſued out againſt me tor High- 
Treaſon, 1 writ my Firſt Letter : in 
that I could cuter into no particulars ; 
for in the Advertiſement that was ſent 
me, it was ſaid, that rhere was no 
ſpecial Matter laid to oy frog in the 
King's Letrer, Some days after that, 
- I received a Copy of my Citation, to 
which 7 preſently writ an Anſwer, and 


ſent thar with my Second Letrer to the 


ſame. Noble Perſon.; t(@ both theſe 
Letters 1 received, no Anſwer : but I 
was advertiſed, that ſame Excepriens 
were taken ar ſome words 

Letter, and this led tie to write- my 
Third Letcer, for explaining and ruſt. 
fying "thoſe words, IT hare kept: my 
eFthus within all thoſe Bourids that I 
thought. my Dury ſer me 3. arid am not a 
little troubled, that Iam now forcedco 
os for my fclf,, - I have 


ing it as letg as T had any r 7 


hope, that my Juſtification of my. 
was like to produce the effe& which L 


moſt humbly defired, and. which Lexs 


pedtcd : bur now the Day of my Ap 
pearance: being come, ' in. which: it 1s 
probable Seurence will paſs againſt me,, 


ſince 7 have had no Thtimations given . 


me to the Contrary, I hope it will nor 
ſhew eirher the leaſt impatience, or 
the want of thar Submiſſion, which Z 
have onall eccafions payed to every 
thing that comes to me from that Au- 
chotiry, under which God had placed 
me that 7 publiſh theſe Papers for my 
own Vindication, If it had been only 
in defence of my Life and Reputation, 
that Thad been led ro appear in ſuch a 
manner, 7 could have more cafily re- 
ſtrained my ſelf: and have left theſe to 


. be Sacrifices to. the LUnjuſt Rage of 


thoſe, who have ſo far prevailed on 


HisMajeſties readineſs to believe them, 


as to drive this _— ſo far ; bur the 


Honour 


d5-in my, Firſt. 


Honour of that Holy Religion which 1 
pro ofeſs, and the Regard I bear to thar 
cred FunYon to which I am dedi- 


| ſuch Obligations on me, thar- 
Fo RATS ined b Sf em, to declare 


my Fablbcece tothe World , which 7 
intend:to. do more coptouſly within a 
lrle while : bur in the mean time, 7 


| hope the following Papers will ſerve to 


fhew how clear Tam of all the Mazgers 
that are laid ro my Gharge. 


There is one Particular,, which is 
eome to my Knowledge fince'I wric my 
Anſwer, that will yet_more (evidently 


diſcover my Tringeence 1 have teceiy'd 
certain jt s from England, that, 
both'Sir Joh , and his Son, atd; 


Mr. Fran have declared upoti many 
ng, jons, .and to many Perſons, that * 
Xt imagin how they come to 

by red 25 Witgefſes againſt me; that 
n (cafce believe it cay be true ;/ 
they know nothing thar can be ' 
to my Prejudice; and that 

/ muſt. clear me of all the Mnters 
*Red'to me in this Citarion , and. 
tlie Two Witneſſes, that as it ſeems are 
citkd' for rhat "Article..that relates to 
Holland, AVE. TROY declarcd, that 
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they know nothing relating to me, or 

to the Marters ſpecified in this Citation, 
which one of them has ſignifyed ro 
Imy Self in a. Leccer under his hand; .fo- 
has the Falſchood of this Accuſation 
1s ſo Evident, that it ferves to diſcover 
the Folly, as well as the impudence of 
thoſe who have contrived it, | 


But it is yettoo early to ſet on a Per« 
ſecurion for Marters of - Acligion, there. - 
fore Crimes agaiaft che State mwſt be 
pretended, and faſtaed on thoſe whom 
theſe Men intend to deſtroy. And as 
foul aud black Scandals areinyented ro 
defame nie, and put'in the mouths of 
thoſe who fre ready to believe att1te- 

port every thit .- chat . may wy pRa 
56) ' wirhour confidering that the | 
a thivg that is as unhecoming * ag 
as it is Baſe and injuſt in it ſelf, ſo all. 
Arts are uſed to deſtroy me ; bur | 
' truſt to. the ProreRion of that Great 
God, who ſees the injuſtice thar js 
done meg, *and wio will jm his own 
Time atid "Way ' viadicate my Inno- 
cence : and 'under Him I truſt ro the 
Prote&ion of the H1 GH AND M1G H- 
TY STATES OF HOLLAND 
AND WEST.FRIESLAND. 


My Firſt Letter t0'the Earl of Midletoune, 


May it pleaſe Tour Lordſhip, 
HE Aﬀairs of theſe Provinces 
belonging to: Your Lordſhip's 
ſhare in the Miniſtry, leads me 
ro make this moſt humble Addreſs to 
You, and by Your Lordſhip te His 
Majeſty. | 
| kave received Advertiſements from 
Scotland, thar the King has writ to the 


Privy Council, ordering me to be pro- 


ceeded againſt for High Treaſon againſt 
His Perſon and Government : and chat 
purſuant to this, the King's Advocate 
has cited me to appear there ; if any 
thing in this. World can ſurpriſe or diſ- 
order me, chis muſt needs do it ; For 
25 few have writ more, and preachr 
ofcner again't all ſo:ts of Treaſonable 
Dodrines and Praftices than my Self, 
ſo all the Diſcoveries that have been 
made of lace Years, have been ſo far 
from aſperſing me, that cthough there 
has been dilpotition enough to find 
fault with me, yet there has not been 
Matter given ſo much as for an examl- 
ration. lr 1s now thirteen Years fince 
I came our of Scyland : and for theſe 
laſt five years, | have nor fo much as 
- mentioned the commoneſt News in any 
Letter 1 have wri: toany in that King- 
dom : 1d»o not mention Acts of ladem- 
nity, becauſe i know that 1 do not need 
rhe. benefir of them. 1 went, our of 
England by His Majeſties Approbation : 
and | have ſtaved out of 1t becauſe His 
Majeſty expreied His d:{hke of my re- 
rurning to ir, 1 am now upon the 
Point of Marrying in this Coun- 
trey, and am Na'uralized by the Staces 
of Holland; buc though by this, during 
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my flay here, my Allegiance js tranſlatet 
fron: his Majeſty to the Severaignty a ary 
Proeince, yer 1 will never depart from 
the profoandeſt Reſpe& r6 his Sacre4 
Perſon, and Duty ro his Govcrr ment 3 
ſince my coming inro theſe parts, | hay© 
not {een any one Perſon eith«r of Scot* 
land or England that is Outlaw'd for 
Treaſon; and when the King took Ex- 
ceprions art the Acceſs 1 had to the 
Prince and Princeſs of Orange, there 
was not any thing of this kind objeted 
to me. So [proteſt unto your Lords 
ſhip, 1 do not ſo much as imagine upcn 
what ir is that thoſe informations,whic h 
ir ſeems are brovgh to his Majeſty, are 
founded. : | 
My Lord, As 1 am not aſhamed of 
any thing | have done, ſo 1 am nor 
afraid of any thing that my Enemies 
can do tome :Ican very eaſily part 
with a ſmall Eſtate, and with a Life of 
which 1 have been long weary ; and if 
my Engagements in this Countrey could 
diſpence with ir, }would not avoid the 
coming to ſtand my Tryal : bur as this 
carnor be expected in the- ſtare in 
which I am, ſo I hamHly throw my 
ſelf at His Majcſties Feer, and teg, 
that he my not Condem me ſo much 
as 1h his thoughts, til { know wha is 
the Erimer ar 1s Objcced to me, thar 


ſo 1 may offer a moſt humble Juſtifica- * 


tion of my ſelf ro him, 1 ſhai be in- 
finicely ſorry if any Fudgment that may 
Paſs on me in Scotland, ſhall obhge me 
ro appear in Print in my own I:tence : 
f-r 1 cannot hetray my owt Innocence 


ſo far as to ſuffer a thing cf .his nature 


co” 
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to paſs upon me, without Printing an from you. Forl addreſs my ſelf on! 
Apology for my ſelf; in Printing = to your Lordſhip as you are the Kings 


be forced to mak .a, recital of gil that- Miniſter fortheſe Provinces, 
ſhare thar | have had in Afﬀairs theſe . 
twenty years paſt : and in which | muſt | 
mention. a vaſt number of particulars, My Lud, 


1 am with all pſſible ne. 


ww ded 


at 1 an. Rs leaſing to. His 
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The Criminal Letters at the Inſtance of the Lord Advotatey 
: Againft | 
Doaftor GILBERT BURNE T, 


J Herauls, Purſevants, Macers an1 
Meſſengers at Arms, Our Sherifls in 
chat part conjunaly and ſeverally ” 
cially confticure, Greeting, Forlaunc? 
as it is lmmbly meaned and complain- 
<d to Ls be Our Righc Truſtie and 
miliar Councellor, Sir Fobn Dalrymple 
-the Younger, of Stair, our Advocate 
for our latereſt, upon Door Gilbert 
Burnet, 


That where, normkkſlending by 
the rs = Aas ond changes Faong 
conſtant praRique of this our | 

the mts ; Slanderous, Treaſons- 
ble and Adviſed Speeches and Paſiti- 


- ons, and the Reproaching our Per» - 


ſon, Eſtate and Government, and the 
R-cepr ng,Supplying, Aiding, Aſſiſting, 
Intercomoning with, & doing Favours 
to denou Rebels, or torfaulred 
Traitors, are puniſhable by Forfaulture 
of Life, kand and Goods, and particu- 
larly by the I. 3. 4 Atof 8. P.K. 
Ja. 6. Ir is Statute Ordaincd that non 
- of our Subje&s, of whatſoever Degaee, 
Eſtare.or Quality, ſhall preſume or rake 
upon hand, privatelic or publicklte, 
in Sermons, Declamation:, or Fami- 
liar. Conferences, to utrer aty Falſe, 
Slanderous or untrue Speeches, to the 
Diſdain, Reproach, or Contempt of 
Us, our Council or Proceedings, or to 
the Diſhogour, hurt or Prejudice of 
Us, or to meddle in our Affairs or 


A M ES, (4c. Toour Lovics, Lec. 


_Eftate by-gone, preſent, or in time 


coming, under the pain cf Dearh, and 
Conh(cation .of Maveables : And be 
the 19 AR 10 P, K. Ja. 6. It is Statue 
and Ordaincd, thar ajl our Subjects con» 
tain themſelves in Quiecneh and dun- 
ful Obedience eo Us, G5yern- 
ment and Authoricy, and that non of 
thew preſume nor take; upon hand 
blicklie ro declame or. priyatclic to 
{peak or write any Purpoſe of Repreack 

or Sclander againſt our Perſon, 
ar Gevernmeet, or to deprave our 
Laws and Aft of Parliament, or mi 
conſtrue our Proceedings, whereby any 
Dil-like may be moved berwixr Us, 
our Nobility and loving Sway in 
time coming, under the Pain of Death 5 
and that thes that do in the Contrair 
ſhall be repure as Sedicious and wicked 
Inſtruments, Enemics to 'Us and the 
Common-weel of this Realm, and 
that the ſaid paine of Death ſhall be 
inflited upon them with all Rigour ia 
Example of others, And be the fe- 
cond AAR 2. Sefl, of the fick Parlia- 
mens of K. Ch,v. We and our Eſtaces 
of Parliament do declare, that thes 
Poſitions, that It is Lawful for Subjects 
vpon pietence of Reformation, of any 
other prerence wharſomever, to cater 
into Leagues or Cavenants, Or to take 
up Arms agaiuſt Us, or ches Commitiig- 
nat by Us, or ro putt limitarions upon 
their due Obedience aud Allegeance, 
are Rebellious and Treaſonable ; ang 
Oj  rhar 


that all perſons who ſhall by Writing, 
Preaching or other malitious and ad- 
vyſed Speaking, Expreſs thes Treaſo- 
'nable Inrentions; ſhall} be- proceeded 
againſt and adjudged Trairors, _and 
fhall ſuffer forfaulcer of Life, Lands 
and Goods, lyke as by the third A& 
1. P.of K. Ja. 1, and 37. Aft of his 
ſecond Parliament, and be the 9. AR 


of 13. P, K, James 2. and 144- Aft 12," 


X15 > 5h And diverſe and Sun- 
dry other Laws and Ads of Parliament 
of thid our Kingdome. '-Fr ts declared 
High' Treaſon for any of: our Subjefs 
ecepr; Sapply-or Inrercomonr with 
prey or | Forfaunlred* Traitrors, or 


dec 


ive them Meat; Drink; Hous, ' Har- 


EPs or any Relief for Comforr, ard 


they do inthe Contrair; they ire to 
'undergo the ſame Pojns the"lard Frat- 
«ors or Rebels ought roHhave' ſuftained, 
# they had deinap;rehiefded. © * 
Nevertheleſs, It is - of Verity, that 
the fid:Dofter &1/bert Burner, ſhaking 
off all Fear of God;-Con'tience id 
:Senſe' of Duty, Alegeance "int Loy- 
 ahy ro Us his Soveraign. ard- Naove 
Prince, {pon the Saferie of whoſe Per- 
on and Maintinznce of- whole Sove- 
raign Authority and Privcely Power, 
the Happineſs, Stabilicie and Quyetneſs 
of 'our $abje&s do depend, Hes moſt 
iouſty and treaforabiy y reſumed 
 rocommi, and if guilty of the Crimes 
above mentioned in ſus far as Archbald 
<Campbel, ſometime Earl of Argyt:; 
PF aimes Stewart, Sone to Sir Fames Stew- 
ot, (omerime Provo of Edinburgh ; 
Mr. Robert Ferguſon, ſometime Chap- 
Kin to the lare Ear! of - Shaftsbury ; 
Thor Stewart of Cultneſs ; William 
Penhaln , "ſometime of Weſt: ſhrils ; 
Maſter Robert Martin, ſomerime Clerk 
rw onr fuftice Court ; and ſeveral other 
KRebells and-Tra'rors, being moſt juſily 
by our High Cqurts of Parliament; and 
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Juſtice Court, Forfaulted for the Crimes 
of Treaſon, and fled tro our Kingdom 
of Englaxd, and to Holland, Flanders, 
Geneva, and ſeveral other places. The 
ſaid Dr. Gilberr Burnet did upon the 
Firſt, Second, snd remanent days of 
the moneths of January, February, and 
remarent months of rhe year One 
thouſand fix hundred eighty two, one 
thouſand ſix hugdred eighty three,one 
thouſand fix Hundred czghry four Hor 
Fanuary, February, March, - or © April, 
'one thouſand fis huvdred*ighty five ; 
Converſe, Correſpond, and Intercomon 
with the ſaid Archbald late Earl of Ar- 
gyle, a Forfauſted  Trairor, - and -that 
within che fiid Doftor Bhrner His dwet- 
Tmg"hons in Linens Inn-ields , rear 
the Plew-bittin bur City of Zonam; 'or 
Suburb*thereof, or ſome cther part or 
pl:ce wirhin our Ringdom of England, 
Defamed, Sla::dered, and Reproached, 
and Advitedlie ſpoke to - rhe-Diſcain 
and, Reptoach 6 ovy #erſong Govern- 
Tem "4hd Authority,” wrote 'feveral 
Letters, and receved Anſwers thereto 
fromthe ſaid'/Forefaulred Traitor when 
he was in Holland, or elſewhere, - ex- 
preflely contrary to his Duty and Alle- 
geance toUs his Soveraign.*Zord ard 
K'ng. And ſuklth upon'the firſt, ſecond, 
and third dayes of the monerhs of 


| May, Fune, July, ' Anguſt, © September, 


Oftober, November and December, one 
rhouſand fix hundred eighty five, and 
vpon the firſt, ſecond, and third days 
ot the moneths of Fana'y, Februxry, 
and remanent moneths cf the year one 
thouſand fix hundred eighty: (ex, and 
firſt, ſecond, and third days of the 
moneths of Fanudry, - Febjtury; March, 
one thouſand-fix hundred ejghry ſeven, 
or ane or other-of the days of ane or 
ori1er of the faid- miorechs or years; 
The ſaid Dofor'Gi)bert Burnet did moſt 
treaſonabjle Recepr, Sipplied, Aided, 


Aliife | 
: 


Stewart, William Denholm., and Mrg Ro- 
bert Martyn, forfaulred Traitors *and 
Rebels in the Ciri:s of Roterdanm, Am- 
fterdam, Leyden, Breda, Geneva ; of 
ſome other part or place within the 
Netherlands, er eilewhere; publickly 
and avovedly uttered i{everal (peeches 
and poſitions, to the diſdain of our 
Perſon, Authority and. Goverament ; 
continues and perſiſts in ſuch unduntul 
and treaſonable praGiifes againſt Us and 
Our Government ( we being his So- 
veraign Lord and Prince”) expreſs con- 
trair to his Ailegeance and Duty. ' 

By committing of the whilk Crimes 
above ſpecifyed, or either of them, 
Tize ſaid Door Burnet 1s guilty and 


culpable of the Crime of Hrgh Treaſon, ' 


and is Art ard Part thereof, which be- 
ing found to be ane-Inqueift, he ovghr 
and ſhould to {uffer FortavIrure of Life, 
Land and Goods ro the Terror and 
Example of others ro commit the like 
hereafcer. Our Will s, Heirfor, and 
we charge you ſtrairlte, and-Commantd, - 
that incoatinent this our Lerter (een, 
yee pals, and in our Name and Aurho- 
tie, Command aud Charge the ſaid 
DoSor Gi!bert Burnet, ahove complain- 
ed upon, be found of Trumper with 
ditplay ed Coat, and uſing other Solem- 
niries neceſfar, to come and find ſuth- 
cient Caution and Soverrtie ated In our 
Books of 4djournal, thar he ſhall com- 
peir b: fore our Lords Juſtice General, 
Juftice Clerck and Commitiiwners cf 
J-ſticiary, within rhe To/b#tth or Cri. 
mizal Court houſe of Edinburgh; the 
rwenrie ſevinth day of Fane nexr to 
come, in the hour of Caus, there to 
underlye the Law for the Crimes aHove- 
mentioned, and tha: unter tte Paines 
Contained in the new Afts of Parla- 
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Aſſiſted, Corverſed-and-Incercomoneg, 
with, and did favours to; the ſaid. aae; 
Steward, | Mr.: Robert: Ferguſm, Thamas.. 


ment; 4yd that, -yee, charge him per< 
ſandlly, ry he ve he Rd 

falizeing thereaf- at; hi + Cyaling of, ; 
dwellingchouſe,, and be” open: Procia-' 
mation at the mercat Cr-5ſke of rhe head 
Burgh of the Shyre, Stewarcie,” Rega- 


licze, and other Juri(Qition wh bes s 


dwells,ro come and find the faid Sbver- 


rie ated in maner forſaid within fix 


-days$,,.if he, be: wirhip, rhis our King- 
FR it rhe cut with the Sh. 
myne, that ye; command aud charge 


him in maner > Joes be open Procla- . 


pation at rt crcat. act of Edin- 
argh. Peer and Shoar af Lejrh, to come 
and find the bh Fay Aire 
ſcore dayes next afrer he beis charged 
charged be you thereto under the pain 
of Rebellion, and putting of him to 
our Hern. .Whilk fix az4 threeſcore 
dayes reſpeRively being by- paſty.and 
the ſaid Sovertie not being found, nor. 
no inrimatien made by him to you of 
the finding thereof, that ye inconti- 
net hereefrer deniince him our Rebel, 
and pur hiin to our Horn Eſchear, ard 
inbring all his moveable Goods 'and 
&jr to our Uſe-tar..his Gontemption 
and Diſobedience. And if he come 
and find the ſaid Sovercie, In:imation 
always being made be him to you of 
the finding thereof, rthar ſummoned 
an Afl;ſe hereto not exceeding the 
number of fou'tic five Perfons, roge- 
ther with ſuch Wirteffes who beſt 
know the Veritie of the Premiſes, 
whoſe Names ſhall be given you in 
Roll fubſcribed by rhe ſaid Complai- 
nor... 1s perſon unier the pain of ane- 
h::ndred Merks. And thac ye within 
fifte1n dayes after his denunciation for 
not fſin.ing of Caution , Cavs regi- 
ſtrare thir Our Lecters with your £x- 
ecution thereof, in Our Book: of Ad- 
jcurnal c:nform t: the AR of Pariiae 
meur mage thereanem, ' According to 


Juſtices: 


| | T 56) 
y TY | thlwer tots chere- the nynereinth' day of April, and 
_ I0D Commitsroyou Oir nthe third Year: 1d18, oy 
| ] fore alie Our full pow-' deffh& ation Dominorum Commiſſionarie- 
b*T be thi: Our Zetters delyvering them rim Tofticiari ſit ſubſeribirur 
1 'be- v _ Execute and Indoriar 
Ab the Bearer. Signed 19, 
Given and Our Seal at Edenhurgh Apryle 1687. Tho. Gordoane. 


The Wimaſes aguinſt Dor Gilhre Bune are 


Fohn Cochran of Ockilrree, Mr, VVithen Caiftares, Preacher, 
Cochran of W d. | Robert | Beirg, Merchant in ——_ 


v 
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An Anſwer to the Criminal Letters ifſued our againſt me, 


Look upon it as a particular Misfor- 

tune, Has [ am forced to anſwer a 

Cication that is made in His. Ma- 
jefties Name, which will be ever (6 
Sacred with me, that nothing but the 
ſenſe of an ipdiſpenſable Duty could 
d-aw from me any thing that !ooks like 
a Contending with that ſublime Cha- 
raQer, | 


I owe the Defence of my own Tnao- 
cence arid of my own Reputation and 
Life ro my ſelf : I owe alſo to all my 
Kindred and Friends, ro my Religion 
as I am a Chriſtian and a Proteſtant, 
and to my Profeſſion as Tam a Church- 
man, and above all, to His Majeſty, as 
7 am his Born-Subje&, ſuch a Vindica- 
tion of my Loyalty and Integrity, as 
may make it appear, that my not 
going to- Scotland, according to the 
Tenour of this Citation, does not flow 
from any ſenſe of Guilt or Fear, but 
meetfly from rhoſe _—_— under 
which I am in Holland. 


1 hope my ContradiQing or Refu- 'pe 


ting the Matters of Fa& ſet forth in 
this Ciration, ſhall nor beſo malicioufſy 
perverted by any, as if 7 meant to 
refle& either on His Majeſty for wricing 
to his Council of Scotland, ordering 
this Citation to be made, or on his 
Advocate for forming It, and ifluing tr 
out, But as Tacknowledge, that upon 
the Information thac it ſeems was of- 
fer'd of thoſe matters here laid againſt 
me, it was very reaſonable for Hs Ma- 
jeſty to order Juſtice ro be done upon 
me ; ſo his Advocate, in whoſe hands 
thoſe Informations 'it ſeems are now 


Put, had all peſſible reaſon to lay them 


againſt me, as he has done ; and there» 
fore I will not prerend to make an Ex- 
ceprtion to the Laws and As of Parlia- 
ment, ſet forth in the firſt part of this 
Citation 3 but I wis only anſwer the 
matters of Fa laid ro-my Charge z and 
whatſoever T ſay concerning them, does 
only belong ro my falſe accuſers ; and 
therefore 1 hope they will not be looke 
'on as things in which even His Majeſties 
Advocate, but much leſs His Sacred 
Majeſty is any ways concerned, 


7 am firſt accuſed for having feen 
eonverſed with, and held correſpos- 


dence with the late Earl of Argyle: and . 


to make this appear the more probable, 
the place is marked very Critically, 
where I lived ; and where, as it is pre- 
tended, we met, Bur as it is now al- 
moſt two years fince the late Argyle was 
taken and ſuffered ; and that a full ac- 
count was had of all his ſecret Practices, 
in all which I have not been once fo 
much as mentigned, tho? it is now a 
yeaf fince I have lived and preachr 0- 
nly in theſe Provinces. The truths 
1s, that for nine before the late 
Earl of- Argiles forfeirure, T had' no 
ſort of Correſpondence with him, nor 
did I ever ſce him fince the year, 1676 
After his Eſcape -out of Priſon I never 
ſaw him, nor writ to him, nor heard 
from him, nor had 1 any ſort of Comes 
merce with him,cire&ly norindireRly : 


the Circumftance of my Houſe, aud 


the Place in which | lived, is added, to 
make the thing look ſomewhar proba- 
ble : but tho? 1t is very ealy to know 
where I lived, and 1 having dweltin 
Lincotns- Inn-Fields the ſpace of ſeven 
years, it was no hard matter to add 

P j this 
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this particular; yet ſo inconfiderate is 
the Malice. of my .Enemes, that even 
in this, it leads then out of the way 3 
for ſoon after Argiles Eſcape. and. du- 
ring the ſtay . that as is _belicvcd he 
made in London, 1 had removed from 
\Lincolns-Inn-Fields into Brook- Buildings 3 
this makes me -gueſs at the Informer, 
who ſaw me often in; the one Houſe, 
but-never inthe other : -and yet cyen 
the, who his berrayed all tha: ever paſt 
-berweetrus, has not Impudence enough 
thicharge me-with the leaſt Difloyalry, 
though -I concealed very few of my 
thoughtsfrem-him. 


* 
. 


- .Witthis-of my ſeeing #4rgile, the 


Article of the :Soandalous and Treaſo- 


| mable words-pretended to: be ſpoken 


by'me-to. him, againſt His Majeſties 


 PFerfon and -Government, falls to the 
ground; -itis obvious that this cannot 


be proved, fince '#rgile is dead ; and it 
45nor-prerended thattheſe words were 
aeceredin the hearing of other Witnel- 
fes :"por is it -Beedful-ro add, that His 
Majeſty -was then -only a SubjeQ,, ſo 
therany Words. (| of him- at thar 
-rimeeannot.amounttF Treaſon : Bur [ 
an appeal ro -all choſe with whom 1 
-have-'ever>-Qonvcrſed., -if they -have 
ever heard-me fail-in ' the reſpe& I 
-owed'theKing : and I can cafily bring 

-Witnefles frem feveral parts of 
-Emrope, ofthe Zeal with which | have 
'on-all -occafions cupraned my ſelf on 
-thoſe Subjefts, -and -that none 'of all 
thoſe hard words, . that: have been ſo 
freely" beftowed on me, has made me 
forget my Duty in theleaſt, 


am in «the nexr-place accuſed of 
Eorreſpondence 'with Fames Stewart, 
Mr. Robert Ferguſon, Thomas Stewart, 
'Willtam Denholm, and , Mr.. Robert Mar- 
tn, fince tdy/ coming out of Englant, 
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and t':at | have entertained and ſvp3 
-plied them in Fo: eigy Part: ; particy. 
'Jar'y iii the'Cities of Amfterdam, Ryter. 
dam, Leyden, Breda, Geneva, or in ſame 
other 'parts within the Netherlands 
This Article is ſo very ill laid in all irs 
branches, that it ſhews my Enemies 
| have very ill Informations concerhj 
my meſt general Acquaintance. fince : 
tho” - there are, among” thoſe that 6 
condemned for Treaſon, ſome that are 
of my Kindred and ancient Acquain- 
tance ; they have here caſt rogether 
a Company. of men who are all ( Zames 
Stewart only excepted) abſolately un- 
known ro me, whotn'1:never ſaw, and 
with whom 1 ever exthanged '6ne 
word in my. whole Life, as far as 1 can 
'remember.; one of them Mr, Rob>re 
Martyn, was-as 1 ever underſtood ir, 
dead aboyea year beforeT lefr England, 
as for  Zames. Stewart, Thad a, general 
Acquaiatanee with him twenty years 
ago, but haye had ro' Commerce with 
-him now fer many, years, unleſs'ir was 
that I ſaw..him twice by accident, and 
that was ſeveral years before there was 
any Senrence' paſt on him : my Accu- 
ſcrs know my motion 11, for T*have 


_nort-been 1n- Breda theſe twenty. three 


years. [Ifeiled in the Hague upon my 
coming into Helfand, bec.uſe l*was 
willing to be under the Obſervation 
of His Majeſties Euvoy : and 1 choſe 
this -place the rather, becauſe 'ir. was © 


*known, that none of 'tMoſe that lay 


under Sentences come -to-ir, 1 have 


 rever.gone to Amſterdam or Roterdam 


in ſccrert : and; have never been there 
but upon :my. private Aﬀeairs, and thar 
never aboveia Night or wo ara-time ; 
and 1 hayc been ſo viſible all the while 
thar-l was in; thoſe places,thar | thoughr 


there was ne, room left even for Ca- 


Jumfy, ,,, 


In 


* Tn-rhe laſt place it is ſaid, that I have 
publickly a::d avowedly- uttered ſeve- 
ral Speeches and Poſitions ro the Dilſ- 
- dan of his Majeſties'Perſon, Authority 
aad Goveramenr, and thar 1 continue 
and perfiſt in chofe Treaſonable Practi- 
ſes. This 1s ſo generally afſerted, that, 
itis enough for ne ro lay,that It 1s po- 
fitively falſe: bur 1 have yer clearer 
Evidence to the contrary of this - / 
have preached a who'e'Sermon in the 
Haze againſt all Treaſonable Dafrines 
and Practifes; and in particu'ar againſt 
"the 'Zawfulneſs of Subje&s riſtng in 
Arms againſt rheir Sovereign, upon the 
acc 'untof Redligions and have main- 
-rained this ſo'ofe, both in -publick in 
private, that Tconld, if '7 thought It 
convenient, give proofs of it that would 
make” all my 'Enemfes beaſhamed of 
their 'njuſtice and 'Malice, 


The Witneſſes cited againſt me-are 


firſt, Sir Fobn Cochran, whom T have . 


nor feen above this four Years laſt paſt, 
and with-whom I have-had'no ſorcof 
Commerce fince I faw him. Ic is/aimcſt 
twoYears ſince he had his pardon, 'o it 
is probable he then rold all that he has 
ever-rold concerning me ;-andfir 1s not 
likely; rha:' the*matter would-have been 
ler lie aſleep all tbis while, if he had 
ſaid any thing to my prejudice. 1 con- 
feſs I have: been long acquainted with 
him, look upgn him as a man of Ho- 


'nour.; aud.{rcckon my ſelf ſo ſatejn' 


his Honour, and in my own Innocence, 
that I do very free'y releaſe hin from 
all che Obligation of Frindſhip and Con- 
fidence, and wiſh thar he may declare 
every thing that has paſt berween us : 
for then I am ſure h2 will do me the 
right ro own, that as oft as wertalkr of 
Come things that were complained of 
11 Scotland, I took occation to repeatmy 
Opizion,of ci.e Dary of SubjeRs to ſub- 
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mic anti hearall the ill Adminiſtrations 
that might be in the Govergment, but 
never to riſe in. Armt upon tharaceount. 
The next Witneſs is hisSan,whom.7 never 
{aw but once or twice,and with whom I 
n v:rentered inte any diſcourſe, but 
what became a man of my 'profefſion 
ro fo young a perſon, exhorring/him to 
the Duties of a Chriſtian. *The mexr 
ewo-are Mr. Weſt and Mr. Brarn,whoſe 
faces I do not know, Afcer them come 
Mr. Carſtatres-and Mr.,Baird. whoſe fa- 
ces [know not neither , it ſeems theſe 
are the Witneſſes 'to |be led zgainſt 
me for the Article rearing £0 
the Netherlands ; :buras I am wholly a 
Srranger to Myr, Caift aives, ſo Ido-not 
ſo much-arknow if there is ſuch-aper- 
ſon in beg as [Robert Baird, Merchant 
1m Hiland. and for the laſt, Mr. -Bax- 
fer, 1 have' had no:Correſpondengc:at 


.-alll with 'him theſe ' ewo'iand Twenty 


Lears ; -unle(s it was-that once br twice 


'l have merhhim by accident in a'V.firin 


a third place, -and'that once-abour'fix 
Years ago 1-went todiſceurſe wich-him 
concermng 4mKcrofHiftory in which 
we difter'd ; |butas all onr'Converſati- 


- enat' that time was in the preſerice-of 


ſome' Witneſſes /{o-ir was -notat all-re- 
lating to matters of iState. - 


And now | have gone over all the 
Matter thar is [aj4 agatoſt me in this Ci- 
tation, and have made ſuch RefleQior.s 
both on the Fats that are alledged, and 


the Wirn: fles that are named, as wiil' 


| hope ſari:fie even my Enemies them- 
ſelves, of the Falſchood and Injuſtice 
of theſe Informations. So thar | pre- 
ſume ſo far on his Majeſtics Juftice, as 
ro expe thar all the Indignation which 
15 kirdled againſt me, wil: be tirrel 

upon my falſe Acct (crs. 
To all this 1 will add one ring fur- 
ther for my Juſtification, tho 1 am 
tuily 
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fully faricfied it is that which I am not 
obliged todo, and which if I were in 
other Circumſtances 7 wou'd not do 
my ſelf; as 1 would adviſe no other 


/ mari'to doit, For-it isa part of that 


Right thar every man has to preſerve 
finſelf | by all lawful ways, that he do 
nor accaſec himſelf, and by conſequence, 


- that he do not purge himſelf by Oath 
* of matters objeRed wo him : and 1 do 


nor ſo well approve of the Courts of 
Inquiſition, as to,give countenance to 


- a pratice which'was firſt ſer on foor 


by them, of. requiring men to anſwer 


upon Oath -ro miatters/ objeRed ro | 
them. TE 1, were nota Churchman l - 


would. not -do this which 1 am abour 
todo; as | declare | will never do it 
in, let my Enemies lay to my 
what they pleaſe, But the re- 


Ee 
| —_ have ro this ſacred Fun&ion to 
- Which 1 am dedicated, makes me now 


ence far all. offer this felemn purga- 


non of my cif. 7 atteſt the Great God, 


the ſearcher of all things, and the Fudge 
all men, that all the matters of Fa# 
id to my Charge in this Citatian, are ut- 
terly - Groundleſs, and abſolutely falſe, 
This Iam ready to confirm with my 


.Corporal Oath, and - to receive the 


Sacrament upon It. 
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And.now | hope 1 have ſaid evough 
to ſarisfic His Majeſty concerning my 


Innocence, ſo that | am confident he 


will net only diſcharge all furcher pro- 
ceedings againſt me, upon this Accu- 
ſation, but that” he will expreſs his 
Royal Diſpleaſure againſt my Falſe 
Accuſers, Bur if the power of my 


_ Enemies, and their credit with His 


Majeſty is ſtill ſo great, thox this mar- 
Ter ſhall be carried further, and- that 
advantage ſhall be taken from my not 
appearing in Scaland, to proceed toa 


- Senxence againſt me, which ſome bru- 


tal mey now inthe Hague are. rhreate. 
ning before: hand, that they will cxe- 
cute it; 1 then make my moſt humble 
Appeal to the Grear God, the King of 
Kings, who knows my Innocence, and 
to whom my Blood will cry for Ven- 
geance, againſt all thac may . be any 
way concerned in the ſhedding of it. 
He will arthe Great Day judge all men 
righteouſly, withour reſpe&t of Per- 
ſons 1r-is to him Ifly, who 1 am ſure 
will hear me. Judge me O God, ac- 
coraing to the lntegricy thar is in me. - 


Ar the Hagne, 
May,17-1687, 


Gilbert Burnet. 
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May it pleaſe-your Lorcſhip, 
HE Cepy of the Citaticn 
ag ainfl me, bas ben ſept we 


encloſed Anſwer, which 1 mt kum-;* 
bly lay down at His AMajflics 
Feet. 1 om confident that the falſe» - 
hood cf the matiers ej Ged 10 ne, © 
will appcar ſo evicert to His Mea- 
jefly, 45s well as to all the Wirld be- 
fides, that be will rot caly erder the 
proceedings to be cuite diſcharged, 
Eut that be will alſo ordiy ſ.me ve 
peretion 10 be made tone, fir ſo 
' publick © Bllmiſh, as ctin a Cita- 
tion fer ſo bigh @ Crime amount x 10. 
, I canfeſs the many hard 1hirgs that 
| bave been of late caft em me, ard 
in perticulvr to Teng and Old, end 
Forrgifuers as well Engliſh men, 
'that bave been coming into theſe 
darts, make me ſee that my Encnies 
bave prfſeſſed - His Majeſty with 
© thoughts of me, that I muſt crave 
| leave with all Humility to ſay, that 
| they are 4s wradeſerving as bard. 
. What baveTeither done or ſaid, to 
1} draw on me fo beazy and fo leng a 


car cf Scotlard, frce I + 
#ook the Libcrty to write laft to jour, © Jo that T'dare ojpral ro Ged, as 1 
Lordfhip 3 this puts me on a Sccond}, co now t0 bis Vicegcrent. 
Adareſs to you, for” eomeying the, vhs 


) 


- My Seccrd Leiter to be'Ear] of- Midktowne. 


- 


certinued Diſpleoſmre > but my cron” 
fort hes-in the Witniſy- that ] bave 
within we, of my enn Irgocence : 


Sir.ce ths Matter is new beer ue 

ſe jwblick, ard that wy Nome 18 
row ſo gereratly ki-wny I muft not 

be 'wartirg to my en Inmcexces 
eſpectally ben nc8 cnt) 'wy *Life ond 

Kejatalicu ore ſtruck” at, tut the 

Religin that 1 prifiſs is weurded 

thriwgh my Siccs : thirefere till 1 

ku jwt in order my MM. meirs fir 8 

larger Wark, 1 frd it in ſeme ſort 

recrſſary 10 print the Citatien, toge- 

ther with this 41 ſir. but I bad 

mack rather hate all this preveated, 

by anffet of His Moy flies Juſtice, 
in crderirg an e1.d 10 be jut totkis 

Accuſation, and that by ſeme Ada 
that may be as jwblick as the Cita- 
tion it ſelf was, mhich may bear 
Hu Majflics biing ſatufied with 
my. Innocence; as to theſe Mattcys 1 
Ext if I have flill as Midlauchely an 
Anſwer to this, as T have kad to oll 
the former Afplicatica.s I kave n ade, 
1 n»ft mantam ny Irncorce the 


"W | F bit 
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beſt way 1 can, in which I will ne- 
ver farget that vaſt Duty that I owe 
His Majeſty, whaiſeetſs I may meet 
with in my own particular. 
If there is any thing either in the 
 #wcloſed | Papen, or in this Letter, 
that ſeems @ little too vebement, 1 


| hope the provocation thet T bave met 
with will be likewiſe confidered y for 


while my Life end Repmation are 


threatting ſo bigh, « mat muct be 
forgiven borne be is not quite 
unſenfible z-:and tho my. Duty 30 the 
King "is proof ageinst all' that can 
ever be. done 40 provolg me, yet 1 


L | ECTS Fe _ " IEA — 


murt be ſuffered to treat the inrerms 
ments and Proeurers of my Diſ- 
grace, who are contriving my De- 


 Strufion, with the plainneſs that 


ſuch Pratlices draw from me, \: © 

I will delay Printing aay Bhing 
for a Fornight, till 1 ſee er 
your Lordſhip -is like to receive any 
Orders from His Majesty relating to 
bim, who is, 


May irgleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Your Lotdſhips, Oc, 


Haga; May. 17. 
Old $t.1687. Be 
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My Third Letter t0 the Earl of Midlctoune.. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
- Venture once more. to re- 
new my Addreſſes to your 
KM Lordſhip, before I Print 
the Paper that I ſent you 
by my laſt of the Seyenteenth 
of May, together with the two 
Lettes that I writ you : for [I 
fird it neceſfary to add this, 
and.that it go. with the reſt to 
the Prels. W 
. Tamtold, thatgreat Advan- 
tages. haye bcen taken npoy an 
Expreſhion in my Firſt :Lerterr, 
in, which I writ,” That. by my Ne: 
itureliſation during my. ftay  bere, 
My Allegeance was tranſlated from: 
His Majeſty to the Sqvereignty of 
this Pravencez as if this alone 
Was.Crimc enough z and | hear 
that ſome. who have been of 
the.. Profcfſion of the. Law are 
of this mind. I indeed thought 
that none who had tvcr pre- 


rended ,ro ſtndy Law, or the. 


gencral Notions of \Entercourſe 


. among Nations, could miſtake | 


in. ſoclear a Point. I caution'd. 
my. words ſo, as to ſhcw that 


I conſidered this. Tranſlation 
of. my Allegeance only! as a 


temporary” thing during-my flay 
bere. And can any man be (o- 


ignorant: as to: doubt of this ? 
Allegeance: and Proteftion are 
things by «.their nature recipro- 
ca[:: fince then Naturaliſation. 
gives a. Legal Protection, there 
muſt be-a return of: Allegeance 
due upon-it. I do net deny: 
the Root of: Naturali All | 
ance:remains, bur it-is certain» 

ly: under - a. ſuſpenſion, while 
the Naturaliſcd Perſon enjoys: 
the ProteRtion of the Prince'or 
State that has ſo receiv'd him: 
I know: what. a- Crime: it had 
been if. I : had become: Natu- 
raliſcd to any: State in War 
with the: King: : but when''ir 
was to a State that: is :in Alli-- 
ance With:him, and. when -it. 
was-upor ſo juſt a';ground as 
my being:.to- be» Married 'and- 
Settled iin»this State, as it could”! 


| be-no:Crime'iin meto defire ir, 


ſo Ehaving ebtained ir, amnot-_ 


a little amaſed, to hear that 
any are (@ little canyerfant in 
the Law of- Nations; as to take 
Exception at my words. Our 
Saviour, has ſaid, Jhat:« men 
'-. cannd} ſerve 'two Maſters: and the 
Nacuce:of things ſay, that: a 


rian+cannot be atvthe fame - 


time under two - Allegeances. 
His Majeſty by-: Naturaliſfiog 
the Eatl of Feverſpamand many 
others; of ' the French 'Nation, 
knows! well what a. right this 
givcs him to;their Allegeance, 
which no/ doubt-he as well as 
many others have {worn, and 
this is a tranſlating theſr Allc- 
geance Withi'aV imeſs : : That 
Eord was to have.cammanded 
the i Troops that | were 'to) be 
ſent into Flanders in-: 1678. a- 
gainſt bis' Natural Prince : and 
yet though the Laws of Frence 
arehigh-cnough upon the pernts 


of Sorcraignty,. it, was never fo ' 
ended that this- 


wuch-/ as 'pre: 
was /a Crime. Aad' it is fo 
much-the Intereſt -of all Princes 


to.aflare; themſclves' of thoſe. 


whom they'receive-'into thier 


Protection: by::* Naturalifing / 


rheas ( fince without :that'they: 
ſhould give: Proteftion to fo 
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many Spics and Apents for 3- 
ncther Prince ) that if [ had nor 
very 'gonod grounds to aflure 
me, that ſome have pre ended 
to make- a Crime out -af m 

Words, | could not cafily be- 
l1eVE1t. b7 


-1 


#. 


br 


' My Lord, | 
- This is the laſt Trouble that 
I will give your Lordſhip upon 
this Subj, for ir being now a 
Month face 4 made my firſt 
Addreſs ro: you, I muſt 'con- 
clude, Thar iis reſolved ro'car- 
ry this marrer to all Extremi- 
tiesz and Mr. D'Albevilles. In- 
ſtances againſt! me, and the 
Threamings of ' ſome of - his 
Countrymen;, make me: con-- 
clude, that ail my moſt hum- 
ble Addreſſes ro His Majeſty 
arelike to have no other eff. & 
but this, thac I have done my 
Duty in them ; ſo that it ſeems 
Tam -to be Judged in Serthend, 
Iam ſorry for it; b:cauſe this 
will engage me in a defence of 
my Self I'mean # juſtification 

of my own Tanocence, which 

Igo to much againſt my heart : - 
bur'God and man ſceethat Fam 
forced to it':; and no Threat- 
nings 
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nings of any here will frighten 
me; for 1 will do that which 
'Tthink fit for m2 to do to day, 
though 1 were (ureto be aflaſfi 
nared for it to morrow : but co 
he laſt momenc of my Life 7 


will pay all Dury and Fidelity 
He Mapfty. 
| 


5, GC: 


I ame with a proj 


*. ” 
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ST 7 Hen 1 had refolyed an 
the Printing theſe Pa» 

pers, and was Waiting till the 
- day ſhould come to. which 1: 
was Cited, I received a- new: 
Advertiſement, that the fitſt 
Citation was let. fall, and that 
1 was cited of new to the i 5tb. 
of Auguſt, to Anſwer to the 
Crimes of High Treeſon, upon 
the account of. twe Heads in my 
Firſt Letter tothe Earl of Mile: 
coune:? The one is, Thatl ſay 
that b7 my Naturalization I am 


lofed | from: my Allegeanee to His 
jefly.; and rhe. other is, that - 


I threaten His Majeſty with the - 
Printing \#n4 Diſcovering of Secrets 
that. .bave been long hid. It after 
what I have hitherto met with, 


there were toom left for new 
Surpriſes, this would | heve * 
been a very great one, Thoſe 
who: bave adviſcd the King to 
this way- of procecding againſt 
me, ſhew that chey conſider 
very little the Reputation of 
His Majees Juſtice and fo 
] be but ſacrificed, they donor 
care. how much the King's Ho- 
nour ſuffers -im itz”. for Firſt, 
after a Citation of High Trea- 


. ſon, Which has made ſo much 


Noiſe, - that is let fall: Which 
is plainly.ce Confcſs, that there 
1s; no: Truth in all-thoſe mar» 
ters 'that [were "laid to! my 
Charge; and: then, where is 
the Juſtice of this way of pro. 
cocding, to ſummon a man to 
Q) aÞz 


Ba FI 


row 


is of, ſuch i ney: 


RE Os "ge To or 4 to 


h 10 
_ of it wit hi) cency 
that becornes me:\-v1 © 
This is now more 6 Cauſe 
of... the. States . of Holland and 
Weſt- 
It 15 indeed the S Wag of all He 


PRs oe Gs 
ſoit is 1eSOWN _—_ 


who has ſo Glo call'd tht Na- 
edraliſed! Frencb'His Subjcfts,and 


by Conſcquetice they owe bimi 
a Al -Allegeance,andſo here muſt 
be arlft'a Temporary 'Tran- 


flation: of 


fatne as 
oraliſec by the Scates here, or 


ples 2 
any eohſequence 


the Crimendf -which  am:now 
actuſed 'is : the acknowledging” 
; coplal :tb have: become their + 
| Subjedtaaring my fley bere; upqu- 

thein havibg-\granred me 'the 


Brnefit-'and Section of Na- * 
turalifation 3-fo thar' citber His- 


PT 
HEE: 


Friezlend than it- is mine. 


Adoption'was ' by the Rews 


' thetr" Allegeance' made to. 
 bini' i Yrom vheir Natinrot' Prince : 
And either; tHis- muſt -be the 
to thoſe: who are'Na-' 


ITS 
cauſe ' 
theirs; arid not mine ; ſince 


city was muc 
ſhag the Frenc nh tha | 

Falſe Hi. Subj ; or. It; os I 
no Crime in me to have owned. 
wy. ſelf to bave become a Tem- 
Pirary Subjebt to the Stater, © . 

' © And it thoſe who have' flu- 
died the Romen Law will reflc& 
a lictle on the cfic&s that be-= 
longed to the ( Jus Civitatis )-or: 
the. Rights that followed on 
the being made a Rowan Citizen, 


nd . which arc theiſatge in all So- 


vercign States, and that Nats 
ralazation 1s With re 74 19.2 
Prixce or 'State; that \\ #- 
Lip 
with Si to Private F 
they'will ſee that'my "Env 
do not refleR- enough: on the 
Principles 'of Law wheii they: 
pretend to-make” me 5 Ctimi-! 
nal wpon fuch' cl Ut 4ccounr. If 
I/had'beent 'tha rged x6 Paying 
deſired to! \be Nat Be Pins 
feſs there had been: 
colour for it *butflnce it i3- $a 
a received PraQtitevver al Ei. 


repe for the Subjetls o 
| 20 \prverne! their / her being ny 
| raliſed in another 3 Ir ey 
countable hdwi any carl e3}"r 
neſtion Thar" rie'of Mlegenies 'E 
that he who! b Natwaliſed {was 


: 


© . that 


Enemies conſidered how much 
this way of proceeding agaioſt 
me, mult {11k the Credic ot His 


-Maj:ſtics Nateralifing $ traugers ; 


for how can they cxpc a con- 


ſtant Protetion'frombim, it'ic is 


made apparent that the King does 
not think he has a righc co cheir 
Allegeance2 and into what a 


conſternation mult it throw them 
-when they find by my Caſe that 
'the King looks upon them as lo 


many Treiters for becoming his 
Subjeis, and for ſwearing Alle- 


.geance tO him? fer that Oath 15 


{worn in terms that are plain avd 


full, and that have not the-quali- 


fication that I put in my words of 


"during my ſtay berey ſo that they 


are much more Criminal than it 


iCan be pretended that Tam. 


The other Article is no leſs in- 
zuriousts His Majeſty, fince they 
would make a Crime out of my 
words, that mention my Fear 


that he may be diſpleaſed at ſome 


kings that may be in'the Apology, 
will be obliged to make. for 
my. ſelf, ro the Writing and Prin- 


ting of Waich a Sentence againſt 


me will drive me. It theſe men 


Who have adyiſcd this, had the 
regard to His Majefty which 
they owe him, they would not 
have preſumed to infer, that it 
. was a Threatning of His Mejeft 


- (63) 
*his New Maſters. Nor have my 


Pf. 


when I ſay, that T muſt juſtifie my 
ſelf* or that any Hiſtory of paſt Tranſ- 
ations can be « want of Duty to bim, 
this Conſcquence of theirs inti- 
wates that his Life, Or the late King 
his Brothtrs, cannot bear a True 
Hiftory , otherwile Where is the 
Tbreatning? but how great a Crime 
this is, will] hope appear to His 
Moy when he has the leiſure. 
to refl:Ct upon it ; yet there may 
be many particulars that T muſt 
necefſacily bring in, in the Hiftory 
that 1 am writing, which have 
ſuch a conneftion with what rc- 
lates ro my ſelf, that I cannot 
'paſs them by z which yer if it 
*conld be ayoided, may notbe fir 
for publick view. Now if my E- 
nemies fancy, that it is a Crime for 
me #0" juſtifie my ſelf, becauſe they have 
fed bis Majefly againſt me, I eould 
anſwer this with ſome famed ſayings 


"of Tacitus's, that would diſturb *em 


8 littlez and if in a bamble Groan 
that I make before His Majeſty, T 
mention this as @ conſideration that 
may be of ſome weight with bim, 
they who can turn thi Expreſſion of my 
Duty and Refpe& into 8 Crime, and 
are ſucceſsful 'in the attempt, bave a 
Talent for which I do not envy ther, 
wp I my ſelf come to feel the weight 

of it. 


Hague, Jar. 27. 


Old St. 1637. G. Burnet. 


